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gize as the ae Combine, “whose 
‘claws are at the throats of shippers 
: throughout the Commonwealth. An- 

- other apologist for the Combine is the 
Treasurer. The honorable tember for 
each par (Mr. Jowett) deserves the 
thanks of the country for having brought 
before the House the subject of oversea 

- freights. But his gun is not loaded; 
the merely makes a noise with blank 

g - eartridge. As the honorable member for 
iy) Perth (Mr. Fowler) has told them times 
_ out of number, the Country party have 
_ the remedy in their own hands; but they 
ehoose to do nothing. Last year they 
took the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 


- without the authority of Parliament, but 
he told honorable members that. ‘they 
_ ought to thank God that he had done 
it, because thereby the whole of the Com- 


« -monwealth had escaped from the tentacles. 


_ of a Shipping Combine. Now we find 
: that the Commonwealth Line of Steamers 
_ig in that Combine as much as any other 
ine of steamers, but if the Country party 
are merely going to shoot fireworks the 
_ Government are .perfectly safe. . The 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
- MeWilliams) has pointed out that, 
i. whereas the freight on fruit before the 
-. war was not higher than 2s. 9d. per case 
oo the United Kingdom, to-day it is 8s. 
_ per case. © What would happen if any 
_ member on this side of the House moved 
that the freights chargeable by the Com- 
‘monwealth Line of Steamers should be 
reduced to the normal conditions apply- 
ing before the war? 
Sir Josmpm Coox.—Does the honorable 
member think it possible to get back to 


Tabour and the other high charges? 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—No, I do not 
pete it; but can the. Treasurer say that 


_ the charges have « ‘gone up to an extent 


cs thet would justify imposing a rate of 8s. 
per case for fruit to the Old Country? 


; Sir JosePH Coox.—I do not know. I 
ean only say that thére are no abnormal 


Le 


* Line of Steamers on the overseas trade. 
_ Mr, JAMES PAGE.—But we do not 


Bs 
rant to make profits. We want to carry 


profits being made by the Commonwealth — 


the yp roduce of the primary ‘producer— 


| hig wool, Halla: 


to. task for having spent £10,000,000 . 


= 


those conditions with the present cost of — 


.the serew on he seeks to have his freights 
reduced. When I saw the announcement 


“wool was conveyed to the United Kingdom — 


tralia. 


eee cause! ‘1 
butter, &e., but not to make a aah in 
doing so. “We have enough business to j 
keep our own boats employed. 


Sir Josmpx Cooxs—That is not the 
point. ‘The honorable member complains 
that the shippers are fleecing the people 
here, but thdt remark cannot apply to 
the Commonwealth Line of Steamers. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The Common-+ 
wealth Line of Steamers charge the 
same freights as the others do who fleece 
us. OS aes 


Sir J osePH 1 Coox. _—liven supposing Ww 
do charge the same freights, all 1 can 
say is that the charge does not expresg 
itself in the shape of inordinate prblts 


Mr. JAMES PAGE—AI I can say). 
is that thé Commonwealth are in the 
Combine just as much as other ships — 
are. The Prime Minister told me yes- 
terday that my education as a. mathema- 
tician had been neglected, but the facts 
as they present themselves to me are that 


in 1914 for less than half the cost to-day. : 
The Prime Minister told us that he 
bought the Commonwealth steamers be- 
cause he was far-seeing enough to realize 
that there would be a general combination 
of shipping throughout the. world which 
would so manipulate freights as to bring 
injury to the primary producers of Aus- 
To that sentiment the Corner 
party said “Hear, hear!”; in fact, they, 
tendered him a dinner, and some of them 
helped to subscribe £25,000 for him fo 
what he had done. The-honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) is a@ 
member of the Pastoralists Union, one of 
the biggest Combines in Australia, and he 
does exactly what the other fellow is 
doing. When the other man _ puts 


in the press that the honorable member 
intended to move the adjournment of the 
House to-day, I realized at once that it 
meant nothing, and that the motion would 
go the way of all other adjournm 
motions: it would end in smoke, : 


Mr. Riey. —He Weld ie take ‘ 
upon it, 


Mr. JAMES PAGE —Thg 
danger. of seg ta Coun WY 


7460 Adjournment, 
watch him very carefully to see that he 
does not call for a division. 


Sir JosepH Coox.—If they do not we 
shall do so. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE. -It is a most 
peculiar fact that when the fate of the 
Government is at stake both the Country 
party and the Nationalists have the same 
object in view. I have no desire to dis- 
place the Government on this particular 
question, but I want it to go out to the 
world that if honorable members in the 

- eorner mean what they say, and no doubt 
some of them do, the remedy lies in their 
own hands. 


Mr, CORSER (Wide Bay) [4.13]-—I 
was sorry to hear the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) say what 
he did in reference to the evidence asked 
for and obtained by the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the sea 
earriage of goods. He was Chairman of 
that Committee, and I was a member of 
it; but if he had attended to his duties 
as he should have done—and [I leave it to 


would have realized thatsathe exhaustive 
information the Committee obtained did 
not bear out in the slightest degree what 
he has said in the House to-day. 


I am pleased that the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) has in- 
troduced the discussion; but, although 
I listened to the honorable member 
carefully, I failed to hear him suggest a 
remedy. No one who followed him has 
suggested any. I cannot see how we can 
bring the overseas shipping combine to 
their knees, and no one has suggested how 
it can be done, but, as the honorable 
member for Grampians is very largely in- 
terested in wool, it has occurred to me 
that there is a way in which his industry 
could be protected ta a considerable ex- 
tent. Before the drought Australia had 
93,000,000 sheep, Russia 72,000,000, 
the United States of America 48,000,000, 


and Argentine 43,000,000. Two Austra-— 


lian sheep will produce the value of wool 
that can be produced by three sheep in 
Russia. It is clearly evident that we 
have a control of a vast quantity 
. of the raw material for the woollen 
manufacturing industry; and why should 
bh not manufacture it here so that 
anufactured article could bear the 
eight overseas? It could do it 
ily than can ovr raw material. 
Taylor, Director of the 


[REPRESENTA RIVES ] Adjournment. 


ing on the 26th February, 1920, said— 


Bureau of Commerce aad Tadueter pee. 


Although there may be difficulties, there is 
no real obstacle in ‘the way of the greater 
part of the Australian clip being treated, 
namely, turned into woollen goods, in Aus 
tralia. 


Then he pointed out that to tread 
200,000,000 lbs. of greasy wool, represent- 
ing one-third of the clip, and turn it into — 
worsteds, woollens, and all kinds of piece © 
goods, cloth, flannel, and blankets, would 
require, on the authority of leading ~ 
woollen millers, an expenditure of © 
£50,000 for land, £3,200,000 for build- ~ 
ings, £600,000 for power (including heat. « 
and light), and £10,000,000 for plant, ers 
the total being £13,850, 000. If each OP us3 
the 80,000 wool-growers supplying wook 
to the Central Wool Committee contri- 
buted £200, a sum of £16,000,000 could = 
be raised for the purpose of dealing with 
our wool clip. Of course, the contribu- 
tion would not be on a flat rate. Hach 
individual. would subscribe according to” 
the number of sheep he held. If we com- 
plain of the difficulty of getting our ~ 
products shipped at anything like the 
pre-war rate, we must try some means of © 
achieving that object. I recommend the © 
honorable member for Grampians to in- 
vestigate the scheme I have put forward, — 
and see whether it could not be adopted. 
It might be possible in this way to do 
away with the threats that the flocks of 
sheep of Australia will be largely depleted 
unless some alteration is made, 


Mr. Jownrr.—I am a member of da 
Bureau to which the honorable member” 
has referred, and I have done everything 
possible to forward the objects he iin 
mentioned. ; 


Mr. CORSER.—If the producers ey 
not adopt the ideas put forward for their 
benefit, and will not help themselves, 
what have they to complain about? The 
profit to be made upon manufacturing the 
wool would be distributed among thos 
who subscribed the money to inaugurat 
the scheme, and if the subscribers are th 
producers themselves, then they would b 
deriving a profit out of a secondary im- 
dustry. I think it is our duty to endea- 
vour to find remedies for existing disabili- 
ties in respect of getting our goods to the 
other side of the world at reasonable rates. 
of freight. de era 


ee 
Mr, PROWSE (Swan) 
erso ly indebted to the honorable 


| “brought. this matter before the 
ouse this afternoon. Even if no definite 
lution of the difficulty has been pro- 
unded by honorable members who have 
poken, the time devoted to th debate has 
‘not been lost, since it will serve at least to 
ite demonstrate to the House the disability 
ye i under which Australia labours in market- 

ing her primary products in competition 

with other parts of the world. In dealing 
ig with. another big question—the Tariff— 


which is before the House, honor- 
nhs able members will have an _ oppor- 
tunity either to increase or to 


Oe ahien the burdens now resting on our 
already overburdened producers. The 
costs that are heaping up on the Shipping 
_ Combine, and which, as the Prime Min- 
ister has been able to show, are very 
"great, have also been piling up on other 
_ Industries ; but while the Shipping Com- 
bine is able to. pass on such increased 
costs, there are primary industries in 
_ Australia which are quite unable to do so. 


ote 
iat 


ae which the honorable member for Gram- 
_ pians (Mr. Jowett) has referred is made 
Pe ieeiable because of the increased cost 
of production and the charges which are 


laid upon them, they will simply go out. 
of production, because it will become. 


ihe utterly impossible for us to compete with 
_ other countries. Honorable members will 
have read the statement made by Presi- 
dent Harding, as published in this 
morning’s newspapers, in which he wisely 
recognises that primary production is the 
principal and fundamental - thing for the 
United States of America. He regards 
most seriously the fact. that primary 
production there is costing so much that 
Russia, the Argentine, and 
countries can export their. produce to 
America and outdo’ the local producers. 
He has, therefore, decided to give the 
primary industries the benefit of heavy 
protective duties as a natural corollary 
to the heavy Protection given to the manu- 
actured products of the country. The 
ct that one‘section of industry was pro- 
Ms wes ‘le one pens was not, brought 


a he : ‘q9o1. a 


 [4.19]—I oar 


-“ Get Reiner out: 


what they cost, as long as some one else 


it the export of those commodities to 


other Australians; they care not whether Aus-_ 


em ao troche 


: Adjournment, | 


member Mie Melbourne Ports - ‘Ole 
Mathews) for the matters complained of 
by the honorable member for Grampians. 
The fleet of vessels which we now have 
has had no appreciable effect on the — 
situation, and, if our ships of the future eh 
are to cost us what we are paying for 
them to-day, we shall not be able to com 
pete, in the matter of ship construction, 
with other countries. . 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—The ahoas party 
say, “Go further” in the matter of ship 
building in Australia, while the press SY» 


Mr. PROWSE.—Exactly. I find has 
there are certain honorable. members, as 
well as people who are not honorable in 
this Australia of ours, who are prepared: ; 
to advocate the manufacture of certain 
things in the Commonwealth, no matter 


will pay for them. Possibly there will 
be au opportunity to increase our fleet 
either by chartering or purchasing addi- 
tional vessels, but the evidence we have 
in regard to the little fleet now owned by — 
the Commonwealth rather inclines us to 
the belief that they are in the Shipping Ls 
Combine. <A great many people in Ans- 
tralia, provided we got a big fleet, would. 
sympathize with the Combine as long as ~ 
shipping construction could go on in Aus 
tralia. Some people do not seem to care 
what a primary producer has to pay for 
a plough as long as that plough is made 
in Australia. Their chief consideration. 
is that everything should be manufae- 
tured here. The fact that in their desire 
to give effect to that principle they ma 
fonder it more difficult for our farmer 
to compete with the primary producer 
of the Argentine is of no concern to some 


tralia goes out of primary production, 
and consequently is deprived of the means 
of obtaining more money from abroad, 
I am glad, however, that this question 
has been brought up, because the discus- 
sion will aid some people to recogiise the 
position in which Australia is a! 
being 1¢ 


TAS, We are face to fac wit 


most serious problem, and if thingg 


tinue as at present, we shall cya 
dead-end’ before we get muck ia 
dele , th 
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Question—That the motion be agreed to Honorable senators will, I am sure, recog- : 


-—put. The House divided. ri ~ mise the association of the motion with 
Ayes .. Ae hoe the vote taken in another place yesterday — 
Noes... ne of oe afternoon. oe 
i. aC —— Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Miagority ass me ae Senate adjourned at 11.2 a.m. 
AYES. 
‘Anstey, e Mathews, J. ig iv" 
Blakeley, A. McGrath, D. C. : Ce 
Brennan, F. MeWilliams, W. J. : ln 
Charlton, M. Moloney, Parker Fiouse of Rep resentatives. 
Considine, M. P. Nicholls, 8. R. | Sena 
Cook, Robert. Page, Dr. Earle Friday, 15 Bee. 1921. 
Fenton, J. E. | Prowse, J. A; 
Fieming, W. M. Riley, E. 
Fowler, J. M. Ryan, T. J. } Mr. Spnaxer (Hon. Sir Elliot shoe : 
Gibson, W.. G. Stewart, P. G. aye 
fica. 0k Tudor, ¥. G. took the chair at 11 a.m,, and Be ee 
Hill, W. C. Watkins, “D. prayers. ee hk 
Lavelle, NM J. West, J. E. : 
Lazearini, H. P. POSITION OF THE MIN ISTRY. 3 
Mahony, W. G. . Tellers: . . i 
Makin, N. J. 0. Jowett, E. | PrrsonaL Explanation. 9 97) 
Maloney, Dr. Page, James. Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [11.1].—I wine 
Pda t to make a personal explanation regarding — 
aan = “ uae a a the position which arose yesterday. I sat 
Bayley, sa i sae he Sia in my place all the afternoon awaiting an 
Bell, G. J , Mackay, G. H. opportunity to speak on the important de- 
Bisndell RB. P. |} Marks, W. M. bate which had occupied the attention OL 
Birdos. He a ee if ae se the House during the preceding day, and 
planter 3 ce PooHton ee was the first business set down for yester- 
‘Cook, Sir Joseph Rodgers, A. 8. day. I thought, perhaps, that the hon- 
(Creer, E. B. C.. Ryrie, Sir Granville orable member for Grampians © (Mr 
Foley, G. Smith, Laird g lle ees 
Foster, Richard Wise, ou. H. sig bee ai : ave ite s 
another. matter. 
Greene, W. M. 
Goan, ti 2: Rill cre & Mr. Jowrtt.—Had I to ask your coin 
Higgs, W. G. Burchell, R.. J. sent to move the adjournment yesterday? : 
Hughes, W. M. Story, W. H. Mr. FOWLER.—The representation of 
PAIRS. : Australia at the Imperial Conference 18 a 
McDonald, ¢. Bruce, 8S. M. . matter of much more importance than. 
Ceotasham,. Li . | Chapman, Auste that which the honorable member caused 
Catts, J. Hi. Francis, FE. H. aya fei 
Gabe, 3M Livingetons (t. t. be discussed yesterday. Towards the 


close of tle discussi.n on his adjournment 
motion, a member of the press in the gal 
. lery to my immediate left bent over, and 

= asked me for a statement of what had 
Senate: j taken place at a meeting of the Publie 


Friday, 15 Apri, 1921. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
‘House adjourned at 4.32 p.m. ’ 


certain facts. -Whilst speaking to hie 7 
The Pruswenr (Senator the Hon. T. ee cove ae of what was taking ne 
Givens) took the chair at 11 am., and | 


read en hina sttoe this bie had divided. 


ADJOURNMENT. some little time before ot 


Position oF THE Muiyisrry. 


tor EK. D. MILLEN (New South cm port By that time it was too ra 2 

Minister for | Repatriation) me to change my position. However, I 
regarded the proceedings as in the nature ie 

do now adjourn. of a joke; certainly I did not ies. nem 


v 


carries iGoneidepeslen ohana 


ke or to be offered a elas . 
Se LUDOR-—I have been poe nue 


’ ey 
“intends to. take, in view of the fact that 


“npr hands. Do Ministers intend to 


East ADJ OURNMENT. 
i Me. HUGHES hae cal NE Minis- 
tor and Attorney-General) i 3] pas 
_ move— : 
Bits That the House do now ca ati 

“Yarra (Mr. Tudor), let me. a that hy 
_ attention, being distracted for a moment, 
. iL was unaware that the honorable mem- 
ber for Perth (Mr. Fowler) -had  con- 
eluded his remarks, and so did not rise 
resumed his seat. . Honorable members 
understand fully the significance of what 
occurred yesterday afternoon. I have 


South Wales, and I have sat continuously 
a od member of this Parliament since its 


years, ‘put the vote of Velhek day is 46: me 
without precedent. Members. who,have 
m in other Parliaments may have had 
different experience. 
honorable members of the circumstances. 


r. Jowett) moved the adjournment of 
‘House to call attention to a matter 
gent public importance, namely, the 
oversea freights now ruling. What- 
our opinion may be of the matter 
ought before the House by: the honor- 


3 a and ee honorable nea: it can 


“It was ieee to hel a 
Jt was ‘so 
5 nS that the honorable 


au Apa, 1991.) 


yee in “my place; 


there are members ofthe Minie- | 


both in regard é the Government and t 


1 ask ioe cba the Ss maa 


yesterday the business was taken out of- 


lowed the 


as I had intended immediately he had 


been a member of the Parliament of New with him; hut the honorable gentleman : 


My Spann viucee rs 


Let: me remind “the limits imposed see ship-owners as, 


honorable member for Grampians 


ible member for of the speeches of him- 


far. 3," 


unpelt. asked me, to. 3s ae 


X rie i al feat 


pee i aid 
the compliment of being here and of pre-- 
paring, as well as I oe Bae 


impression that, in pee hes ‘aul 


the party “which I have the honour > 
lead, there was no reflection, let alo 
any intention of censure. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—That is so. Be 
Mr. HUGHES.—Very well. TI fol- 


honorable gentleman, and 
having exhausted, and more than ex- 
hausted, the time allotted to me I went 
away. I returned to the chamber, and — 
found, to my astonishment, that the 
motion which had been moved by the 
honorable member for Grampians, to eall 
attention to a matter of urgent public : 
importance, was being used as a means ~ 
of taking the business out of the hands. 
of the Government. If the honorable 
member had moved a motion complaining 
of high freights, and had suggested some — 
practicable means by which these could 
have been reduced, I would have voted — 


sche 


poset 


merely wished to call attention ta’ 2 
matter of great importance to the Com- 
monwealth, but in which neither the Go- 
vernment nor the Parliament could take 
any effective action. As far as I was able 
to do so, I supported him, explaining the 
osition as well as I could, pointing out 


well as upon everybody else by i 
exorable circumstances. The honoree A 
gentleman had, by ventilating the matter, 
done all that’ was possible, and, 
having done so, it was not his intention 
to prévent the House proceeding to dis- 
cuss other matters of great public im- 
portance, one of which permits of no 
delay. When, therefore, a division was 
called: for and it was proposed to ad jour 

the House, I had no alternative but to 
vote as I did. The leader of the party, 
which the honorable member for Gy 
on is iene, and other y ye 
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had no intention of eae the business 
out of the hands of the Government. 

Interruption. 

Mr. HUGHES.—They have told me 
that some of them did not know what they 
were voting on. 

Mr. Hini.—lI think you chould name 
them. 

Interruption. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—Order! Will the right honorabie 
the Prime Minister please resume his 
seat. The Prime Minister has already 
informed the House that he is suffering 
from a vocal disability. It is impossible 
for me to follow what he is saying while 
these numerous and concerted interjec- 
tions are occurring. I ask honorable 
members, therefsre, to restrain them- 
selves, and permit the Prime Minister to 
make his remarks without undue inter- 
ruption. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I ask for the for- 
bearance of the House. I am not well, 
and am trying to do my best. I am sorry 
that I cannot speak louder. [ am en- 
deavouring to put in some sort of chrono- 
logical order the events which transpired 
in relation to the matter under review. I 
repeat that some of the members of the 
Country party assured me that they did 
not know what they were voting on, or, 
at all events, that they had no clear idea 
of the effects of their vote. I accept all 
these assuratces, namely, that the motion 
was a friendly one, and was not in- 
tended as a reflection upon the Govern- 
ment, that the Country party did 
not call for a division, that members of 
the Opposition did so, and that hon- 
orable members of the Country party 
thereupon felt bound to support the motion 

which had been moved by a member of 
their party, the honorable member for 
Grampians. Of course, had some of those 
honorable members been a little more ex- 
perienced they would have known fat 
nothing is more common 

Interruption. 

; Mr. SPEAKER.—TIf honorable .mem- 
B bers persist in interjecting and in making 
ncerted interruptions I shall have to 
a different course of action. 

IUGHES.—If honorable members 
sive me a chance to speak, let 
, and Wo will sit:down. 1 
some members of the 
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‘moved for the adjournment of the House 


Country party had had a little more 
perience they would have known that 
is almost the invariable practice to nega- 
tive a motion of the character in questior pee 
and not to support it. Such motions a. 
not moved for the actual purpose of a 
journing the House. They are an inte 
ruption of the ordinary programme — 
work set down on the business-paper for 
the day, in order to discuss some matter. 
of urgent public business. I have myself 
often voted against motions which I have 


when a vote has been called for 
having obtained by the discussion thereon 
all that I had sought. And this frequently 
happens. No one knows better than the 
honorable member for Grampians that no 
vote of this House could reduce freights. ‘ 
If the Government were able, by some 
act of theirs, to reduce freights, and he 
had said, in effect, by his motion, “‘ You 
must reduce freights, ” then a vote to 
ascertain the feeling of the House in 
regard to such a demand would have been 
quite proper. But such was not the case. 
The motion was moved in order to call 
attention—as I have said, and the hon 
able member for Grampians also has said— 
to a matter of grave importance, not onl 
to the primary producer, but to the Com 
monwealth generally. These, then, ar 
the facts: The motion was a friendly one. 
We are assured by several members of the 
Country party that they had no intention 
of embarrassing the Government; that 
they did not call for ‘a division, bub that, 
a division having been called ‘for, those 
who were in the chamber felt bound to 
support the motion, while those who ha 
been outside and came in to take part in 
the division sat alongside their colleagues 
I think that fairly sets out the situation, © 
Having said so much, I want to ask ~ 
honorable members, How do these fact 
affect the situation? It still remains true: 
that the business has been taken out of 
the hands of the Government 
Mr. Tupor.—And rightly so, ‘on ici 
Mr. HUGHES.—Honorable memk 
who have had any experience of parlia 
mentary government know that that 
the one thing which a Government. can 
not submit to. : 


Mr. West. ENO respectable Gover 
ment. 
Mr. HUGHES.—I have no’ ‘option, 


therefore, this morning but to move the 
adjournment of the House to enable the 
Government to consider the situation. i 


zs, Pes on 
red and deliberate utterances 
Opposition and Country party 
tive that Australia should be 
ented at the Imperial Confer- 
It would be a most unfortunate 
nee if, as in 1917, a ‘domestic 
22a1N prevented Australia from be- 
represented. Perhaps we have more 
ose now by the absence of a represen- 
ve than we had even then. At any 
we have too much to lose to take the 
sks of Australia not being represented. 
1 think honorable members who wish 
‘their country well would consider it a 
ve alamity if, through anything falling 

short. of that deliberate expression of lack 
‘of confidence in the Government which a 
y vote of censure involves, the representa- 
tion of Australia was made practically 
- impossible. I am not going into the 
Eanacton any further, excepting to point 

out. what i is very obvious. The sands of 
time are running out, and what has to be 
Achat must be done quickly, I ask any 
‘honorable member here whether, if he 
Were in my place, he would be prepared 
to represent his country in London in 
ae of the vote that was recorded 


-Cuariton.—I think the Govern- 
Ss teas ‘should resign on such a vote. 


Mr. HUGHES. ——Risking as he must 
"every day the probability of an, ha 


“Mr. Grecory.—lIf the RohoncHIS mem- 
ber for Hunter (Mr. 
‘cocky,”” why does he not now move the 
adjournment of the House? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! Order! 


Mr. HUGHES.—I was saying that I 
do not think any honorable member of 
is Chamber, if he were in my place, 
would be prepared to represent the Com- 
monwealth in London and risk the pro- 
bability of a vote such as was taken 
7 esterday, not only involving humiliation 
ipon himself, but rendering nugatory 
everything that had been done—or that 
had to be done—to enable Australia to 
| ffectively represented. I ask any 

honorable member to put himself in my 
e place, and consider what he would do. 


) M ‘West. —Most men would resign. 
as -SPEAKER.—Order! The henor- 


a Rear 


xin out of spur 


tay: OD | 
is supported by 


an invariable practice, that no Govern- 


' sible position, 
tinue to carry on as if nothing had hap- 


Charlton) is so 


in view of the vote which was recorded 


quite clear. 


the dignity of the Government and 0 


representative of Australia at the 
ember for East hare a nea 
a . majority oF Se House. 


Mr, SPEAKER hae 


Mr. HUGHES.—When > [a 
inspected the Sphinx, and wondered whe 
it had been worshipped by mankind 
throughout the ages. I know now. It 
never says a word, ie 

It is not merely an unwritten law, but 


ment can carry on as if nothing had 
happened after an adverse vote had 
been recorded. There have been 
numerous instances where ‘‘snatch’’ votes 
have been taken; but in every such 
case that has been set right by carrying 
another motion, That has been the 
practice in every case so far as I know, 
and I can, of course, speak from 
a fairly lengthy experience, I ask the 
Leader of the Country party (Dr. Earle 
Page), or any man in a _ respon- — 
whether he would con-— 


pened when 12 or 13 honorable members, 
by allying themselves to the Opposition, Lean 
had snatched the business out of the 
hands of the Gavernment. The explana- 
tion is that they did not mean it. I ae- 
cept the explanation without any reser- fan 
vations at all, that there was no such — 
intention in the minds of the members of 
the Country party. The position, after 
that explanation, unless and until some- 
thing is done to set it right, still 7 
remains the same. I look around ~ 
this chamber, and this Parliament, 
as I have a right to do, and aN a 
sider the position of parties. Ib is” 
perfectly clear that when a party whith 
consists of 38 members is challenged by 
two sections, which allegedly have nothing © 
in common and who do not collectively, — 
and certainly not separately, possess the 
numbers to carry on, the Government 
must, in the very nature of the thing, if 
it is to hold office with dignity and with — 
due regard to its position in this House 
and in the country, take but one course 


I want to make my position. 

Not only do I not seek a 
crisis, but I am prepared to go as far as 
any man possibly can, with due regard to 


yesterday. 


this party and the people it represent 
in the country, to avoid a crisis. Buty y 


ference in London must have ie “ 
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way ean Australia be effectively repre- 
sented at all. Apart then from other 
eonsiderations, while there remains any 
doubt as to whether this Government has 
eontrol of the business of this House, any 
attempt it may make to represent. Aus- 
tralia--at the Conference in London must 
invite, not merely the criticism, but the 
eensure of. every other section in this 
House, and of the great majority of the 
people of Australia. 

The Leader of the Opposition asked a 
question, and I am sorry that he had to 
ask it. 


Mr. Tupnor.—I was waiting for you to 
rise. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I am serry; but I 
have explained the matter. During my 
somewhat lengthy term of office I have 
appealed to the people on two occasions. 
The verdict of the people has been on 
each occasion clea™ and emphatic. The 
people certainly did give this party a 
mandate, clear and unmistakable, to 
govern this Commonwealth on certain 
well-defined lines If honorable mem- 
bers would put party prejudice on one 
side, aud seek to ascertain what is the 
desire of the people at this juncture, 
they would find that it is that Australia 
may be represented at this Conference. 


The Leader of the Country party (Dr. 


Earle Page) declared this in so many 
words, and I entirely agree with him. 
Because of that, the Government, though 
unable to ignore what took place yester- 
day, will seek an opportunity—and 
whether that opportunity is to be given 
depends entirely on the House—of ascer- 
taining what the vote of ‘yesterday meant. 
Tf, as honorable members assure us, it is 
not to be regarded as a vote of censure 
on the Government, or an attempt to take 
the business out of the hands of the Go- 
vernment, well, either by words or by 
action, that can be demonstrated. In the 
meantime, under the circumstances, I 
have no option but to move the motion— 
“That the House do now adjourn.” 

Myr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.34].—I am 
under no misapprehension as to what the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) means by 

_ his: motion; and I am under no misap- 
morehension as to what he expects to get 
of it. He will put the “acid test” 
mbers in the corner. 

carKER Mozronny.—tIt has been 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment. 


in consequence of my turning to my col- 


‘took place on that occasion:— ~ 


Mr. TUDOR.—It has been put < 
some. There are others who indignant 
deny that they had been brought u 
the “bull ring,” and say that they 1 
tend to give their whole-hearted supp 
to the Government, and promise the 
vernment immunity from any adve 
vote whilst the Prime Minister is away.” 
I make no apology for asking the que 
tion I did. | re 

Mr. Hueurs.—No apology is desir 
I merely ask you to excuse the fact th 


tm, 


leagues, { did not hear what was said. 

Mr. TUDOR—That is so. Mr. 
Speaker was going on with other busi- 
ness, and I took the only step I could to 
get a statement from some responsible 
Minister, preferably the Prime Minister 
I make no apology for the vote of yester- 
day, nor for the call for a division Su 
an occurrence is not, as the Prime M 
ister states, anything unusual, because 
we had a similar experience less thar 
six months ago, on a Friday morn 
The then Leader of the Country p: 


ment of the House to consider the p 
chase of saw-mill and timber areas 
Queensland; and the following is a 
tract from the Hansard report of wk 


Sir Josepn Coox.—You are going to insis 
on a vote? SNe ro 

Mr. TUDOR.—1 certainly think there s 
be a vote. ' aki 

Mr. McWiirams.—After the speech 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), we ou 
have a vote. I am willing that a vote s 
be taken. Raa 

Mr. TUDOR.—Then, with the consent of the 
Government, I will move for an extensio 
time. us 
I was ruled out of order, and the 
vernment were so keen against the 
tension of time that there was an 
cident in connexion with the division the” 
like of which had never happened bef 
The Prime Minister then wanted to “ 
the acid” on as straight a man as @ 
sat in this Parliament—the honorab 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton)— 
and he said to that honorable mem 
“Gharlton, if you vote for this I 
not go on with the tribunal”. 
honorable member who was here on 
Friday. morning—the 10th Sep 
last—knows what took place. ‘The P; 
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_ “Minister knew then that, if the extension. 


OF time were carried, ie Government 
' would have to take similar action to that 
NG taken this morning. 


Mr. Hucurs.—That was “quite a differ- 


ent thing—a motion for an extension of 


time is very different. 


has been 
though not so long as I have, and I ask 


=e 


different thing. : 
Mr. Hucues.—The motion yesterday ’ 


ment 
By} asda it is to mean only so much ‘‘ hot 
aor 
/ is taken to talk out such motions, 
"myself have experienced at the hands of 


Mr. TUDOR.—Is ‘it? 
‘Mr. Hucues.—The honorable member 
in Parliament a long time, 


him whether he has ever known any- 


thing like what took place yesterday ? 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes. 
Mr. Hucues-—When? 
Mr, TUDOR.—When you and I were 


“members of the same Government. 


Mr. Hucues.—When was that? 
Mr. TUDOR.—When Mr. Kelly, the 


i ¢ then member for Wentworth, on the sug- 


gestion, probably, of the late Mr. Deakin, 
moved that the House adjourn, thus de- 
liberately taking the business out of the 
hands of the Government. ‘There were 


‘present on that occasion the honorable 


member for Darling Downs (Mr. Groom), 


‘the honorable member for Richmond (Mr. 


Greene), the honorable member for Grey 


(Mr. Poynton), the honorable member 
' for Herbert (Mr. Bamford), and a few 


others. 


- Mr. Greens.—That was an entirely 


was for the adjournment of the House. 
Mr. TUDOR.—And so was the motion 


on the 10th September. 


Mr, Hucues.—Nothing of the sort! 
Mr. TUDOR.—Everything is entirely 


different that is not the same, I suppose. 
I know that the motion for the adjourn- 


ment of the House is a means of ‘‘ sudden 


death. We are told that if any 
member of the Country party or 
any member following the Govern- 


moves the adjournment of the 


r2 


Good care 
as I 


; no vote is to be taken. 


_ the honorable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 


Corser). 
occasions, 


I have endeavoured, on three 
to- deal with ‘the question of 
the ‘fixing of the price of sugar, but the 


- honorable member mentioned always took 
_ good care that no vote was recorded ; and a 
‘similar course will always be taken by 
_ honorable members who are 
keenly in the fate of the Government or 


interested 


[15 Aprin, 1921.) _ 


_papers in this State. 
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—— 
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in the particular subject under sistuseipgn | 
I may say that I cannot credit one state- 
ment that has been made. ‘The honorable 
member for Perth (Mr. Fowler), who hag 
had twenty years’ parliamentary experi- 
ence, has said that he did not know which 


side he was voting on in the division 
yesterday. 
Mr. Fowier.—I 


did know, -but I did - 
not have an opportunity to get across. 
Mr. TUDOR.—[f the honorable mem- 
ber knew which side he was voting on, | 

there are other members of the Country 
party who say that they themselves did — 
not: and to me that is incredible. I ean) ‘ 
only say that if there are honorable mem- 
bers in that position, they should con- 
fess the fact to their constituents, and 
ask them. to send others to represent 
them in Parliament. arlier in my Tre=.1) 
marks I noted how few there are left of 
the members of the House of ten years 
ago, showing what an uncertain game 
politics ’ is; and it is highly probable “that 
ten years hence many more of us will be 
missing. The Government, apparently, 
are going te consider their position, 
The Prime Minister has told us that the 
sands of time are running out, and that 
he, or some other representative of Aus- 
tralia, should now be on his way to the 
Imperial Conference. I understand from 
the newspapers that a has booked his 
berth for the 27th ins 

Mr. Hueres.—I do a want the hon- 
orable member to take the newspapers as 
his bible. If Ke wants en information, 
I shall be glad to supply it 

Mr. ‘TUDOR. am not like the hon- 


orable gentleman, who, when he wished 


to ex pel the late ‘member for Kalgoorhe + 
(Mr. Mahon), took the press reports of 
that member’s utterances as his bible. 

Mr. Hogues.—t did not. ’ | 
Mr. TUDOR.—There is no man in this 
Parliament who has less to thank the 

press for than I have. 

Mr. Hugues. What have I to thank 
the press for? Can the honorable mem- 
ber tell me of one newspaper which sup- 
ports me? If so, where is 1? 

Mr. TUDOR.:—The whole lot of them | 
support the Prime Minister at election 3% 
times—certainly the whole, of. the newsg 7 

af ‘recollect, J 
when I visited Bendigo I saw gal 
supplementg issued with the nega 
there for the benefit of the rj 
able gentleman, supplementg hie 
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his doings and showing what he was and 
where he was. The latter, of course, is 
a very ‘lifficult thing to determine in re- 
spect of political questions. The right 
honorable gentleman has told us that the 
sands of time are running out, and in 
order to expedite the transaction of busi- 
ness he has moved the adjournment of 
this House until Wednesday next. It is 
quite possible that the acid test has al- 
ready been applied to certain honorable 
members of this Chamber, so that we 
shall be no further ‘forward on Wednes- 
day next than we are to-day. 


Mr. Corsrr.—The honorable member 
may be sent for before then. | 


Mr. TUDOR.—It would not be the. 
first time that [ have been sent for, 
though I have no doubt that it would be 
an awiul calamity in the eyes of some 
honorable members opposite if an honor- 
able member upon this side of the Cham- 
ber were sent for. But if my honorable 
friend who has interjected imagines that 
J have any anxiety in the direction indi- 
cated, he may disabuse his mind of the 
idea. If I am sent for, I shall certainly 
do my best in the circumstances, 
have always done. Doubtless the acid test 
has already been applied to certain hon- 
orable membets who have affirmed that 
they voted yesterday in the way that they 
did by mistake. Let me quote from the 
Hansazd proof of the speech delivered 
by the honorable member for Maranoa 
(Mr. James Page). He taunted the 
Country party that they would not take 
a vote upon the question. Thereupon 
the honorable member for South Sydney 
(Mr. Riley) interjected 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member will not be in order in quot- 
ing the Hansard report of yesterday. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Very well. The honor- 
able men.ber for South Sydney affirmed 
that the Country party would not take a 
vote upon the motion. The honorable 
member for Maranoa stated that he knew 
they would not, and thereupon the Trea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook), who was the 
» Minister in charge of the House at the 
me, declared that if they did not call 
1 division upon it the Government 
o so, He said that he was anxious 
, pote upon the question. 


Mies —What Cine Q 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment. 


asd. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The question of the 
motion for adjournment which was oe 
here yesterday. : 


Sir Rosert Brest.—No. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable oy 
for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) was ma 
here. He missed the division. 


Sir Rosrrr Brst.—I did. I was out. 
side the door of the chamber. 


Mr. TUDOR.—It was the Honorba 
member’s duty to be inside the chamber 
door, and it is quite possible that the elec- 
tors of Kooyong will want to know why 
he was not present when the division was 
taken. _Of course, the Treasurer is not at 
liberty to alter an interjection in another 
member’s speech and if we are to attaca 
any importance to his words, he made the 
interjection to which I have referred. ak 
was not present when the honorable mem- 
ber for Maranoa (Mr. Page) spoke upon 
the motion, but the Secretary of the 
Country party, Mr. Gibson, the honor 
able member for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart), 
and other honorable members admit that 
they heard the Treasurer make the state- 
ment which is recorded in Hansard. 


Mr. Wesr.—He said it all right, 


Mr. TUDOR.—If that was the attitud 
of tae Government, and if they did inten 
to call for a division upon the motion 
why do they now object to that course 
having been fcllowed ? 


Mr. Hucues.—I give the honarate 
member my word, that the statement a 
to the attitude of the Governatas) is not 
true. " 

Mr. TUDOR.—The Treasunee a was. th 
Minister in charge of the House at the 
time, and he certainly made the imterjec- 
tion to which I have directed attention 

Mr. Hucues.—Surely I am at libert 
to speak for the Government, and I sa 
that the statement is not true. I was tok 
by the honorable member for Grampians” 
(Mr. Jowett) that the motion was to be 
brought up for a definite purpose, and I 
prepared for it in order that I might help 
him, and help the object which he ha 
in view. Nothing was further from th 
thought of the Government than to a. 
for a division. f 

Mr. TUDOR.—The Prime Minis 
says it was not the intention of the Go- 
vernment to call for a division, But th 
Minister who was in charge of the House 

right up to the time that the vote was 
taken Seer said that if the Soe 


is higae) alleged. 


and we can naeeat ahs H eee 

s an accurate one. I do not ask 
ble members to accept my word for 
The Treasurer made the statement 


nent ly the Gavsrament have 
: ght this morning to kick up a Tow 
out the vote which was baron yester- 


Ricuarp Foster. _The honorable 
er knows very well that the state- 
s ridiculous upon the face of it. 

Granvitne Ryris.—A member o: 
Country party said that they would 
va the motion was talked out. 


add aa saying that the fetersection 
by the Treasurer puts an entirely different 
complexion upon the whole procedure «f 
esterday. 
Mr. Pea) fuas is if he made it. 
Mr. TUDOR.—There are several hon- 
orable members upon both sides of the 
hamber who heard him make it. 
Mi. Hucues.—Why, the Hansard re- 
port jis the other way round, | 
Mr. TUDOR —There. is not ths 
lightest doubt that the interjection was 
made and that it had reference to a divi- 
sion upon the motion for adjournment. 
Mr. Hucues.—Here is the Treasurer 
ow let him speak for himself. 
Mr. TUDOR.—When I have concluded 
- remarks, he will be at liberty to do 
He was in charge of the House when 
the vote was taken, and he said that uf 
‘$i upon the motion, he would. 
Mr. Hucwss._The Hansard record 
exactly the opposite of that. 
| BowDdEN. —The encat member 


eo a division: 
: s TUDOR.—This neta ee 
le member is at liberty to speak upon 
for one hour and a quarter. ‘The de- 
ite, therefore, may last all day. 
tly - Government ses themselves 


the Jountry party did not call for a divi- 


ot be talked out, because every hon- 


Evi-. 


“ positio el 
‘supporters — are n it 
keen upon supporting them as Min- 
isters en to think, Nobody Ks 3 


Ai cas Peat Ae 


Aes have of one ee in HGS. Howe! i 
en bineanied have been shifted, 


Manistee cannot ey upon the support o 
an absolute majority of this Chamber 
enable him to carry on the business 
the country. 


Sir Josepa Coox —Upen 2, personal e! 
planation I desire to say that the Han 
sard report. of what occurred yesteraa 
serves only to remind me once again 
how a little badinage may appear in cold 
print, Honorable, members know per 
fectly weil that the honorable memb: 
for Maranoa (Mr. James Page) was, as 
usual, making himself very vocal yester- 
day afternoon, and amongst other things 
he taunted the Country party that their 
gun was not loaded and that nothing 
would. come of the motion, According to 
the Hansard report, he said that the 
Country party would take good care that 
they did not get a division upon it, 
whereupon I am reported to have said 
that if the Country party did not tak 
good care to have no division Blog it we! 
would do so. : 


Mr, ParKker Mozroney.—Does 


Treasurer deny the accuracy of the re 
port? : 
Sir JOSEPH Coox. —Certainly not. 
merely records a little badinage across a 


table. To attempt to erect that into a 
serious statement shows the straits t 
which the Leader of the Opposition Ge 
Tudor) is reduced. 


Mr. Tupor.—We should get Hansar 
te insert alongside the interjection this 
ee eet ee “This is intended as 
joke.”’ : 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. Benctly| . The 
honorable member for Maranoa (Mz 
James Page) will not deny that the whole 
thing was a joke. 

Mr. Hucurs.—The fie aaliton ee that 
he would take care that there wu 
no division, & 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. Hoes that 
that the Hansard report anys. Wi 
Leader of the Opposition tell g 


) he told the Hone ee ay 2g 


Mr. .Tupor.—I have Poo to the 
House exactly what the Hansard report 
says, namely, that the Treasurer said 
that if the Country party did not call 
for a division he would take care that 
there was one. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Having read 
the report in Hansard, I declare to the 


House that it contains not one word that. 


justifies that statement. What . the 
Leader of the Opposition has _ said 
amounts to unmitigated misrepresenta- 
tion. The report states that I would 
do my best to prevent a, division. 

Mr. Hucnures.—Hear, hear! 

Sir JOSEPH . COOK.—Does_ the 
Leader of the Opposition, after looking 
through the report, again pore. in the 
statement he has made. 

Mr. Tupor.—I still say that, in my 
opinion, what I said is an accurate in- 
terpretation of the Treasurer’s interjec- 
tion. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That we would 
see that there was a division! 

Mr. Tupor.—Yes. . 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.-——Preposterous! 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [11.52]. 
—J hope the Heuse will give very 
serious consideration to the matter that 
is now before it. By vote yesterday 
the House declared that it had lost con- 
fidence in the Government. The Prime 
Minister has now proposed the adjourn- 
ment of the House; no doubt the Govern- 
ment will carry the motion, and will then 
be quite safe. The Prime Minister has 
stated that no self-respecting Government 
could hold office after a vote had been 
recorded. against them, but he and his 
Ministers must have a short memory. I 
remember that when they went to the 
country on the conscription question, the 
Prime Minister said that unless the 
referendum was carried the Government 
would not continue to hold office. Some 
Ministers stated that if the people re- 
jected their proposal they would. not re- 
tain office for twenty-five minutes. But 
when conscription was defeated what did 
this self-respecting Government do? They 
resigned, but said: ‘‘Please, Governor- 
General, send for us again.’’ The Go- 
vernor-General asked the Prime. Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) whom he should send for 
form a Ministry, and the Prime 
ister replied: ‘‘Send for W. M, 
’ And the same self-respecting 
nt retained possession of the 
ch. Last night, when some 
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‘engine in the country that could drag the 


Beppe: reporters asked me what 
would happen as a result of yesterday's 
vote, I replied, ‘“‘There is not a tract 


Government off the Treasury bench.” 
What are the Government proposing: 
now? The honorable member for Gram- 
pians (Mr: Jowett) yesterday moved a 
motion in all sincerity; he pointed out 
the shipping freight anomalies as a result 
of which the producers were being bled. 
He stated that the Shipping Combine were: 
earning big profits and fleecing the pro- © 
ducers, and that that was one of the 
reasons for high prices. What promise — 
did. the Government give to relieve the — 
producers? They made no promise that” 
they would try to bring about any ae 
tion, and, accordingly, when the question: 
was taken to a division honorable mem- 
bers of the Country party supported it~ 
But I suppose the acid has been put om ~ 
them this morning. Honorable members: 
know that when a man purchases a piece: © 
of jewellery which is supposed to be 1S 
carat, and he doubts its genuineness, her 
tests it with acid. The Government are 
putting the acid on the Country party 
to- day, and. if they do not stand the: 
test 


Several honorable members 
jecting, 
Mr. SPEAK'ER.—Order! > Uhis: ee 


orderly conduct cannot be permitted to 
continue. There is a perfect babel of — 
sound, and it is impossible for any hon- 
or able mefnber to address the House with- 
out being subjected to unseemly inter- 
ruption by loud conversation or con— 
tinuous interjections.. I ask honorable © 
members to support the Chair in trying ae 
to keep some semblance of order in the ~~ 
conduct of debate; otherwise, our pro— © 
ceedings will be reduced to a faree. I 
hope the honorable member for South 
Sydney will be allowed to contmue im 
reasonable silence, and that he will ad== 

dress his remarks to the Chair instead: 
of to other honorable members. 


Mr. RILEY.—The acid has been put 
upon the Country party in order to ascer= 
tain ‘whether they were sincere in the ~~ 
action they took yesterday. If they re~ | 
treat trom the position they took up they 
will prove that they are “brummies,” and ~ 
the country will reject them. The Prime 


. 


at any case of that kind eae x trust 


im, and Rin eae did not 
hat. they were doing: ok they 


JrnwaRtT.—He aaa das Riad them. 


Bers o ie did not, 


3 -RILEY.—The hearer must 
for hiniself. No doubt he has 
_in, ignorance on many occasions. 
Bee: Minister has tried to ae 


hess - S RILEY Will 
_ bers 


individual mem- 
of the party say that they did not 


_ approach the Prime Minister last night? 
_ Will they follow the example of the hon- 


Ps eee a Perth ee alba y q 


nder ua the Serpe of Perth will 
when they read the statement of the 
orable member for Perth that when a 
vision was taken he was talking to a 
journalist, and did not know what was 
yponing. 

2 minutes; the honorable member is 
old ‘parliamentarian, and an ex- 
airman of Committees, and he must 
. understood the question. 
ha he finds the vote is gone against the 
ve g to get them 


rience. is | » 
r. RILEY.—I have woe ' The honor- 
-member_ cannot make me utter an 
abruth i in that, way. I never " knew, of 


st 


and his 


-of thing. 


_In power. 


The division bells ging Oe 


But new | 


S bia Piistales a score of one in yee 
eee 


if politics in this country are goin; 
have any honour, and if this Parliaz 

is to command any respect from 
people, the Government will take the onh 
proper course open to them. When a v 
has been recorded against the re n- 


to adopt i is to tender his roseeuwiiaae to ae 
Governor-General, and let the Govern 
General exhaust the possibilities of © 

House. 


ay 


This the Government did not do. Whe 


cae and ue after interview. 


‘and buttonholing, and getting member: 3 of 


the Country party into a corner. It has 
been said before that the Governmen 
had the Country party ‘‘in the ba 
They dove! have some of the Coun ry: 
party “‘in the bag,” but I know me ) 
bers of that party who resent that sort — 
It will go out to-day that the 
Country party are not sincere on the 
question of economy, and that they want 
an opportunity to keep the Governmen 

It has been said that the G 


eer T believe chore are men in the Count 
: pial who are oy that sort of puting! 


of opinion. of this House is a t 


a inner ae and si it’ has lost, © | 


The vote ce was nt against 
Government. 


Mr. RILEY. —The honorable nem r 


on te the Go eaant and keep them : 
oftice. I want the Government to fa 
the ee and bp ile 


3 400, sO poe the prose of an wee on me 
does not affect me. The true duty of ‘ 
any self- -respecting Government, when a 
vote goes against eis is to advise 


of the ogee to forme 
Ministry. In this cs ie Ae J (af, 
cai nue should he mogul 
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Government said when the last referen- 


dum on amendments of the Constitution . 


was taken! They said they would not 
hold office if the referendum was de- 
feated. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 
was one of those who said that if the 
referendum was turned down he would 
not continue to govern the country for 
five minutes longer. 
Government cringe and crawl and twist 


-. about in order to remain on the Treasury 


bench? The fact is that, no matter what 
the vote of the House may be, you can- 
not get this Government to relinquish 
power. They have been too long there, 
and are too fond of the sweets of office. 
They are too full of intrigue to remove 
themselves from the Treasury bench. It 
is a disgrace to the country that we 
should have on the Treasury bench* a 
Government who do not realize their re- 
sponsibility as honorable men, and retire 
from office when a vote is given against 
them. 


Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) |[12.3]—I 
am rather astonished at two outstanding 
features of this matter. The first is the 
fact that the Government are still in office, 
and the second is that no explanation 
whatever is forthcoming from the Leader 
of the Corner party as to their action. It 
has been a well known practice of Par- 


liament, ever since we have had respon- 


sible government, that the moment a vote 
is taken, which in any way takes the con- 
duct of the business of the country out of 
the hands of the Government, the Govern- 
ment immediately resign. There is only 
one course dictated by honour, and that 
is the immediate resignation of this Go- 
vernment; but what do we find? Of 
course, if members in the Corner think so 
little of the honour of Parliament as to 
carry on loud conversations when a mem- 
ber is speaking, they should be told that 
before very long the people will wake up 
to the farce of the present parliamentary 
‘system, and give us some other system. 


Mr. Warr.—I am afraid I was respon- 
sible for that incident. I beg the honor- 
able member’s pardon. | 


Mr. MAHONY.—The great outstand- 
.ing fact, which must be recognised by all 
monorable men who form a Government, 
moat the moment the House takes the 
t of the business out of the hands 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES] Adjournment. 


But how did the 


. on the remarkable silence of the membe 


Interests of the people of Australia. gene- 


‘is the motive that actuated the members: 


mediately. The proper course for 
Prime Minister to have taken yeste 
was immediately to go to the Governor ~ 
General and tender his resignation, and 
not to indulge in intrigue, or endeavour ~ 
by devious methods to hang on to office. 
What does it matter to the country whe 
is in office, as compared with the im. 
portance of the honour of our publie li 
and the integrity of our public men? All 
the Prime Minister’s talk to-day “about 
the members in the Corner not under- 
standing their vote constitutes the most 
serious reflection possible upon the 
honour of those gentlemen. I believe 
they did understand their vote. — Iv 
them credit for understanding it. 
sure they knew sufficient of parliamentary 
procedure to know what the effect of their 
vote would be, and that they voted as” 
they did yesterday, with their eyes open, 
to oust the present Government from thi 

Treasury bench. | ; es 


Mr. Ryan.—Then why do they ‘no q 
speak for themselves? ~ } Fats 


Mr, MAHONY.—I have ‘commenter 


in the Corner. They sit there under the 
insults and taunts of the Prime Minister, 
and not a word of explanation comes from 
them. Will the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) now tell us if 
he meant his vote to be taken seriously o1 
not? Did he know what he was voting 
on? Did he know anything about the 
motion which he moved? - I take h 
silence, and the silence of the Leader o: 
his party, as indicating that the Corner 
party understéod what they were doing 
perfectly well, and that they are pre 
pared to accept the responsibilitiy 
their action. Surely we are not goin 
to insult their intelligence by imput 

to them*ignorance, of their own business 
I think they did know their own 

ness, and that they realized that the co 
tinuance in office of the present oceupani 
of the Treasury bench is against the best 


rally, and especially against the int 


ts 
of the country producer. 


I believe that 


of the Country party in voting as they 
did to oust the Government. If the Go- 
vernment had done the right thing they 
would be out of office now, and the 
Governor-General would be asking the 


‘ 
AS 


ration. The p rocedure is 

Leader of the Ooneatar to be 

and commissioned to form a 

ment. It would then be for the 

of the Opposition: to tender his 

to His Excellency as,to what, a 
‘opinion, should take place. If, as 

sult of that procedure, an appeal to ite 

le is precipitated, then let us have an 


peal to the people and let the people be 
yen. : an opportunity of expressing their | 


inions nage the conduct of the present 


member for Mlawarra does. 
doubt about whether I shall come back. 
“My majority is quite sufficient to insure 
that, bui there is a big doubt whether 
honorable member for Illawarra will 
ome back. I can therefore quite under- 
tand his fear about a general election. 
TI can imagine him holding up his hands 
in horror ‘and saying to the Prime Min- 
_ ister, “ For God’s sake, do not send us to 
the country, because if we go to the coun- 
try Ulawarra will be lost to our party and 
go back to the Australian Labour party.” 
There is no doubt that is the trouble, 


piste in the ae room. I will wager 
{ he said something pretty straight 
pty VE ape to the sane. Minis- 


fention of the Prime Minister to the 
et that the gentleman who is to be the 
ihe igen bor for Capricornia was ane 


bese in, but for the Lord’s sake do not aa 
us to the country.” Such intrigues for 
he peeves of isk office are a dis- 


-Tesentment: at aah conduct. 


i trigues. 


There is no. 


This 


7 
wet 


: a sae ; ; . - . ny . 
- Oppo oS wate fin Ad- ‘ Partie oad: Ke es all ao in. 
T am “ peeaneet | to allow fot e 


way, to continue without being mae d 
by ee of a pay nature, But 


ea Coeeinand bi lee to hold | 0 
office, the people should be given thy 


I ask honorable members of the C rer : 
party to stand as.men to their own de- 
liberate motion moved yesterday. — : 
_ Mr. Fremrne.-—There is no necessi 
for the honorable:‘member to ask ta bd 
men. ee 

Mr. MATIONY. —Well, I am sim yt 
going upon the insinuations of the Prit 
Minister. He insinuated that he had 
been assured by the Leader of the Coun 
try party and many members of the party 


‘that they did not know what they wer 


doing, and, if given the opportuni 
would reverse their action of yestetday 
Honorable members must recollect that — 
they are public men with great responsi 
bilities. They are sent here by a num- 
ber of the people of Australia to stand 
firmly by the views to which they have, 
eiven expression. If honorable members 


‘of the Country party have any hope of 


making anything of their party, I war 
oe to consider the position they wi 

ecupy in relation to the great masses of 
the people if one day they vote in one 
direction and next day they vote in an 
opposite direction. If they go back on 
their vote of yesterday, and, as a result, — 
they go to the country, I give them this)? 
word of warning, that they will be shat: 
tered as a party, because there is nothing 
the people resent more than they do in 


‘consistency on the part of public men 


Honorable members may laugh, but ° 

often laugh to stop ourselves from cryin 
and probably that is the position of th 
members of the Corner party. If ee 


any party he of nek te itself mee 1 


lies in integrity of purpose; it must sta 


solidly by its platform and the princip 


to a seat in Cork ah, 1 
doom any Bey to eager a 
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ae Corsur.—I do not think that the 
Bbnpvable member wishes to see the 
Country party great. 

Mr. MAHON Y.—-I am ES) in all 
sincerity, giving them a word of warning 
and advice, pee’ surely they will per- 
mit from one who has at heart the gene- 
ral welfare of the community. In any 
@ase, my remarks are offered in a better 
epirit than were those of the Prime Min- 

_ ister. 
Sinuated concerning me one-half of what 
the Prime Minister insinuated concerning 
certain members of the Corner party, I 
would rise immediately to resent it, and 
strongly. at that. If the Country party 
wish to have any standing in. the com- 
munity they must stand solidly to their 
principles and be consistent, and if they 
give a on they must stand by it. 

Dy. Harte Pace.—We will stand by it. 


Mr. MAHONY.—Presently the hon- 
orable member will be given an oppor- 
tunity of standing by a vote, and I hope 
that he will do so. After yesterday’s 
division it is regrettable that we have the 
spectacle of the Government, still holding 
on to office, and the Prime Minister ad- 
“mitting that he is attempting to hang on 
by trickery and by intriguing with cer- 
tain members of the Corner party, in an 
endeavour to get them to go back, on their 
action. JI hope that this will not be 
persisted in, and that we shall find that, at 
any rate, the great bulk of the members 
ef the Country party are above such in- 
trigues, being honorable and seievawicre 
| ward men. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [19. 17]. —-- 
am unable to apprehend the reason why 
the Prime Minister and his Government 
desire time to consider this situation. 
There was a very definite vote which took 
the business out of the hands of the Go: 

vernment yesterday afternoon by a ma- 

jority: of two. What need is:there: for 
consideration of the situation? 

_. Mr. Constprvz.—The Government want 

time for bridge-building, 
Mr RYAN. —They want time to put 
Bethe acid test on the Country party. 
Mr. MoWiiuams.—And they — will 
the test. . 
YAN.—I ‘hope they,, do. 
yurpose for which I rise to> 
iy that it is due to honor- 


{REPRESENTATIVES Ue : 


If any honorable member in- . 


not as a warning or as advice, for it wot 


able ombees goneeate th a tespau 
member of the Country party, afte 
statement made by the Prime Min 
and the remarks. of the Leader of 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) should sp 
The honorable member for Kooyong (Ss 
Robert Best) laughs. I ‘ean’ @ 
understand his laugh. He is not la 
ing at me; he is laughing at our ho 

able friends in the Corner. a 


Sir Roserr Best.—No. 


Mr. RYAN.—Because now is the 
and the only time for the Country pa 
to make a statement to justify themse 
in the eyes of the House and of 
people. It will not do to come her 
Wednesday next after there has been tin 
for negotiations and then make a sta 
ment. The .Prime Minister has sax 
very definitely that the members of 
Country party did not mean their ac 
yesterday, and that there were seve 
members of that party who did not know 
bigs hey 7 were voting on. He told 


ae for Cages Br. Earle Dees), 
leader of the party, and I put it to 


is ee on my part to often el 


foun their own opinion upon she os: ia- 
tions that may take place bet wots Ly 


The Country party either meant 
vote and the consequences of it | or 
did not. | 
Mr. Prowse.—There is a staten 
from members of this party publi 
day. ‘ 


Mr. RYAN: oy Where? ae 


Mr, RYAN the place for pas 
make statements to the country is in 
House—in the pe where they 


in the press to- -day was to the effect 
the Government were responsible f 
situation yesterday, because they d 
continue the debate. What doe 
mean? When we analyze the st: 
it means that, because no membe 
Government side rose in his 


Adjournment. | 


pak the question out, members were 
_ accidentally placed in the position.of hay- 
Ve ing to cast their vote in this House. This 
-  eorroborates the statement made by the 
- Prime Minister that they did not mean 
it. It is due to the dignity of Parlia- 
~ ment, and due to the people of Australia, 
eee that we should know vhether or not our 
friends in the corner mbant the natural 
- and probable consequences of their vote, 
- and I irust—it is in their own interests 
> that I am saying this—that they will 
make some statement one way or the 
other. If they did not mean anything by 
_ their vote yesterday, we in this House, 
and tlie people outside, ought to know 
ens 
Meru ko nave anid time and again in this 
_ House, and on the public platform in the 
eountry, that our friends in the corner 
are nothing more nor less than the tail 
of the Government party; that it is by 
reason of their support that the Govern- 
‘ment retain the reins of office. I have 
' eXamined the division lists since this Par- 
 Siament was constituted, and have found 
_ that in every crucial division the life of 
the Government has been saved by the 
- yotes of some of our honorable friends of 
the Country party. By,accident, appar- 
- ently, they voted yesterday afternoon 
against the Government. 
told that they did not know the gun was 
‘loaded, that it went off, accidentally: and 
ome Prime Minister has now put them iu 
ve very humiliating position “by saying 
that they had informed him they did not 
- mean it. 


f > Mr. MeWrrtiams.—Who said that? 
“Mr. RYAN.—The Prime Minister. 


Mr. Srewart.— Well, if we do not’ be- 
” ‘ome a great party, it will not be for 
want of Papine, at all events. 


) Mr... RYAN.—This is not advice. I 
am merely saying that the eountry ex- 
"pects members of the Country party here 
and now to make a statement. If they 
' fail to take advantage of this oppor- 
— tunity, they must stand condemned and 

_ ‘humiliated in the eyes of the people; be- 
' eause in their own presence the Prime 
 sMinister said that their Leader had toid 
- him they did not mean to embarrass the 
Ni Governnient, and also vuat some of them 
did not know what they were voting on. 
Do they now sit silent under the lash? 


— 
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We have -been 


* Minister’ stresses the: impyy 
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If they remain silent, then all 3 can 
say is that they are not the men I take — 
them for. 3 
Mr. Brennan.—But some members i 
the Country party dissented from the 
Prime Minister’s statement. pe 
_ Mr. RYAN.—It is quite true, as the 
honorable member for, Batman has inter- 
jected, that whilst the Prime Minister ~ 
was speaking some members of the Coun- 
try party interjected and individually 
denied his statement. ; 


Mr. Anstry.—One man only. 


Mr. RYAN.—This matter is very, 
serious. It is lamentable that this morn- 


ing there should have been a suggestion 
that the members of an entire party in 
this House are such babes in the wood ~ 
that they do not know what they are do-- 
ing; that they are handling firearms, not 
knowing they are loaded, and have . 
allowed them to go off accidentally. 

I want now.to show the other side of 
the picture. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) undoubtedly gave this House to 
understand yesterday afternoon that if 
the honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) did not call for a division 
on this motion the Government would, i 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—That 1s quite | 
inaccurate, as the records show. 

Mr. RYAN.—Well, if the honorable 
member for Illawarra says that, 1 shall 
leave the issue to the indement of any 
disinterested and impartial individual 
who cares to read the Hansard report. 1 
am satisfied that he can come to no other 
conclusion than that the Treasurer clearly 
gave the House to understand that, in the 
event of the honorable member for Gram- 
pians not calling for a. division, he: 
would. : 

Mr. Bamrorp.—But you know what a 
joker he is always. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am aware that the 
Treasurer has put the matter in that light, 
but is the business of this Parhament to 
be treated as a joke? It seems to me 
that when Ministers get into a, difficulty . 
their explanation is that they were joking 
and didnot mean it. And now we ate 4 
told that the Country party did not knowl 
what they were doing. In order tog 
able further to humiliate the Cog 
party and to show them up injgm 
conceives to be their true lightys 


r416 Adjournment. 
visit to the Old Country as the rapRoceee: 
tive of Australia at the Imperial Confer- 
“ence. I do not want to trench at all upon 
any subject that may be on the business 
paper for that Conference; all I want to 
say is that, in my opinion, the majority 
of the people of Australia would not be 
displeased if the Prime Minister were 
not the representative of the Common- 
wealth at that important gathering, and 
the sooner the Prime Minister under- 
stands that the better. He is merely 
adopting a policy of gigantic bluff, and 
the way to meet him is to “call” his 
bluff. I am sure you will find the 
people of Australia behind us in 
that attitude. When the Prime 
Minister, with Sir Joseph Cook, 
-represented this country at the Paris Con- 
ference we heard much about what he 
did for our White Australia policy, but 
when we examine the situation we find 
that he really. handed over control of this 
policy to the League of Nations, an as- 
sembly that is not at all sympathetic with 
our ideals on that matter. 

Mr. Hroror Lamonp,—You are con- 
fusing what the Prime Minister did with 
what the Labour party wanted him to do. 

Mr. RY AN.—Does the honorable mem 
ber deny that the question of White Aus- 
tralia rests now with the League of 
Nations? 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.— Yes. 


Mr. RYAN. 
denies what I say, then, it is useless to 
argue further with him. I declare, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that this im- 
portant question has been handed over to 
the League of Nations. As proof of this, 
I point to the fact that one of the strong- 
est objections by the United States of 
America to joining the League of Nations 
at all was that the question of immigra- 
tion would be dealt with by the League. 
Therefore the United States of America 
representatives in Congress proposed, to 
made a reservation—and in this they 
are backed up by the. people of 
% the United States—in favour of immi- 

gration being regarded as a domestic 
question. In the face of all the evi- 
dence as to what took place, and the 
ritten documents of the Paris Confer- 
the honorable member for Illawarra 
s that the question of a White Aus- 
not been handed over to the 
ations, I say it has; and I 
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‘They, perhaps, fear that they will be 


the Empire if they do not make it pos- 


assurance, 
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repeat that the majority of the noone of | way 

Australia will not be disappointed if the 
Prime Minister is not our representative — 
at the approaching Imperial Conference 


I hope honorable members will not be 
influenced, in anything they may do a 
this juncture, by the fear of an election 


: 
i 
: 


charged with sacrificing the interests of 


sible for the Prime Minister.to go to Lon- 
don to represent us at the Imperial Cars 
ference. | 


Mr. McWitiiams.—Has. the hoor 
able member any justification for the 
statements he has made as to what oF 
party is going to da? 


Mr. RYAN.—I have said noting a 
to what the Country party are going to 
do. I have been pointing out that the 
Prime Minister is asking for the adjourn- 
ment of the House, in order that the Go- 
vernment may consider the situation 
There is no need for an adjournment. The 
Prime Minister should be able at once to 
act, but’in the course of his speech he 
has declared that the Country Pare es 
not mean to do what they did. 


Mr. McWituiams.—That is not true. ¢ 


Mr. RYAN.—He has pointed out that 
they did not appreciate what would bi 
the natural consequence of the vote they 
cast. He has said that. 


Mr. McWitutamMs.—That is incorrect. 


Mr. RYAN.—The Prime Minister has. 
made that statement, and our honorable 
friends of the Country party have re- 
mained silent. The honorable pears 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) has, by 
interjection, said that Sao Prime A 
ter’s statement is 
would i 


Leader of the party? I put it in all good 
faith, and with the kindliest of feeling to- 
wards my friends of the Country party, 
that a statement on their behalf shou a 
be made to-day. Any statement made by 
them later on will not have much value, 


Mr. Strewart.—A_ statement will bo. 
made to-day, | 


Mr. RYAN.—I am glad to have ae 
Such a statement will serve, 
at all events, to give the people of Aus- 
tralia some clear conception of what the 
actual position is. Having received that 


~ eonsequences_ to 
until recently the Deputy Leader of that 


ne me what they were doing. 
gree that they did not know. 
|. knew what they were doing. 
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assurance, I do not Bropods to fe any- 
ane further. 


>) Mr. Stewarr.—I did not give ib on 
wie Polialt of the party. 


ei ‘Mr. RYAN.—I should like to have it 
‘from the Leader of the Country party. 


Be knows his own business best, and I 


would not suggest that any one should 


te dictate to him as to what he should do; 


but surely it is open to us, as a party, 
and as members of this House, to expect, 


Be diy when such definite and damaging state- 


“ments are made—because the statements 


cy made by the Prime Minister were both 


definite and damaging—that those who 


a are accused should tell us what their exact 


_ position is. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [12.33] — 
If yesterday’s incident, which we are now 
_ discussing, has not contributed to the pro- 

gress of the country, it has at least added 
to the gaiety of the population. Having 
heard the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
in the course of his explanation, smooth- 
- ing the road for the Country party 


Mr, Srewart.—So we are to get some 
more advice. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—No; not advice, 
“but caustic comment. After noting the 
way in which the Prime Minister has 
carefully smoothed the path for the Coun- 
try party to gracefully slide down, while 
~ at the same time paying them the doubt- 
ful compliment that they, like the hon- 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler), 
were absent in mind, but present 
in body, and did not know what was 
likely to be the consequences of their 


/  yote, I am anxiously waiting to hear 


the reply of that party. The Prime Min- 


: i ister says that some of its members did 


not know for what they were voting. He 
makes that statement despite the fact 
that the honorable member for Gram- 


ne pians (Mr. Jowett), who submitted the 


“motion which resulted in such disastrous 
the Government, 


party. The honorable member presum- 


uh ably was elected to that position because 


“he was considered competent to judge 


de _ what his party desired. We may, there- 


‘fore, reasonably assume that he and those 
' associated with him knew perfectly well 
I do not believe 
T think they 
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was . 


| Adjournment. ie : 


Mr. Mo Wannrsms. —They knew very 
well. 


Mr.’ CONSIDIN K.—And TI think the 
Country party know what they intend to 
do. I am waiting to hear honorable 
members of that party make the an | 
nouncement that as the result of a deci- 
sion arrived at by them, the position 
created by yesterday’ s vote will be main- 
tained to-day. 


In reviewing the circumstances asso- 
ciated with the incident one is struck by 
the number of coincidences. One cannot 
help remarking, for instance, the phe- 
nomenal inactivity of the Government — 
Whips, and also the phenomenal inactivity 
of the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) who 
was leading the House at the time, and 
who is slivays so alert and anxious to Ree). 
that adequate precautions are taken to 
properly safeguard the position of the 
Government. These facts almost lead one 
to believe that the Government were not 
averse to the creation of the. situation 
which actually arose. The statement 
made by the Prime Minister does not lead 
to any conclusion that would destroy the 
hypothesis that the Government welcomed 
the opportunity to place the , Country 
party in a position in which they would — 
have to give the Ministry an assurance - 
of continued support. The Ministerial 
party we know full well have been de- 
cidedly restive in view of the fact that 
if they are not to be supported by the 
Country party their majority has reached 
the vanishing stage. | We are therefore 
driven to one of two conclusions—either 
that the Government were not unwilling 
that this situation should be created in 
order that they might profit thereby or 
that some of those who sit behind the Go- 
vernment, and who would not be averse 
to accepting a portfolio in a reconstructed 
Government in preference to going before 
their constituencies, had something to do 
with the little crisis. I do not know 
which of these assumptions is correct, but 
if we give the Country party credit, as 
I do, for being perfectly wel! aware of 
what they were doing, then that party 
must adhere to the position which 
took up yesterday. If they dog 
whole of the Country party, 
merely the members of it wig 
present—give a vote in ¥ 
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that given by them yesterday, then the 
Government must be defeated. If, how- 


~ever, as on former occasions, some, mem- . 


bers of the Country party are absent and 
unpaired when the division is taken, thea 
the Government will retain its majority, 
and the Country party will have saved its 
face. J have been in the House on pre- 
vious occasions when a similar situation 
has arisen. We have heard of an honor- 
able member of the Country party who 
when the bells were ringing for an im- 
portant division was in conference with 
Mr. Speaker in an ante-room, and did 
not hear them. We have heard of other 
honorable members of that party who 
were absent and unpaired when a division 
‘eame along. The intriguing that has 
taken place on the opposite side of the 
House’ goes to show—and the honorable 
member for Perth is witness to the fact 
—that there is a disgruntled section in 
the Nationalist party who are not averse 
to the displacement of the Ministry, 
so long as the Nationalist party is not 
injured thereby. We know what hap- 
pened in connexion with the motion given 
notice of by the honorable member for 
Perth (Mr. Fowler), but which met with 
a premature death. It was aimed at the 
displacement of the Government, but un- 
fortunately it was not proceeded with. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—In order that 


it might be done in a more subtle way. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Then the honor- 
able member does suspect. 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—-I suspect some 
ene. | 
CONSIDINE —I thank the hon- 
able member for confirming my _ sus- 
piciens that there are honorable mem- 
bers on the other side willing to proceed 
in subtle ways to displace Ministers whom 
they are supposed to be supporting. Ac- 
eordine to reported utterancts of the 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart), there are at least five members 
of the Nationalist party who are prepared 
to accept portfolios, and some attempt was 


made to put through a deal whereby five . 


members of the Nationalist party and 
4 seven members of the Country party 
BScoti! divide the spoils of office. When 
f-onsider these things I am led to the 
sion that the event of yesterday 
ean unhappy accident, as some 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ Adjournment, — 


was premeditated, of malice 


aforethought. I believe that ie conti 
ous session yesterday evening of membe 
of the Country party and members of the 
Nationalist party was not without a pur 
pose. Whatever may have taken pl 
at that meeting, I do not think tha 
dissJution of Parliament will resu 
That is about the only thing upon wh 
honorable members are likely to Ey 
unanimous. ie 


Mr. Manony.—How is the. honorable 
member’s party on that question? —_ 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—My party is solid 
to put the Government out at-the first 
available opportunity, and if the mem- 
bers of the party to which the honorable 
member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) belong: 
are as solid on that point, and as closely 
devoted to duty, the Government may te 
removed from office. I know nothing o 
constitutional practice, but honorable 
members who possess knowledge on thé 
subject have given us some crumbs 
comfort. by intrmating that in the event 
of the adverse vote against the Govern- 
ment being maintained the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) must be sent for 
and given an opportunity to carry on the 
business of the country. 


Mr, Brennan.—He has lots of aed e 
material. out of which to form a Caves ae 
ment, " 


Mr, CONSIDINE.—I can rane 
one occasion on which the members ‘of 
a Government stood on their dignity and 
insisted that no self-respecting persons 
could continue to occupy Ministerial posi- 
tions if the people turned down measures. 
which they considered necessary for the 
good government of the Commonwealth 
and the maintenance of the Empire. 
But when the country did turn down 
their measures, although they resigned 
they walked out through one door and 
cam* back immediately through another 
On this historic occasion the honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) may 
be sent for, but should he not be sent for, 
and should the honorable member | for 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) be unable to secure 
suppost for a Government, it is possible 
that the honorable member for Cowp 
(Dr. Earle Page) may be called in to 7 
scribe. 


Mr, Srewart.—And, failing fee ‘ aye 
Leader of the Fourth party may te called. 
upon. - 


a 
ant 


si 


hited Deakin 


- ference. 


Adjournment. 


‘Mr CONSIDINE—-Certainly; and 


if he ig he will accept the invitation. It 


would be the first time I paid a visit to 
His Excellency, and, while I am not-anti- 
eipating an early invitation, J can assure 
honorable members opposite that if they 
will consent to give me their support, I 
shall be prepared to give them eleven out 
of the twelve portfolios. The present situ- 
ation, if not edifying, should be highly 
amusing to the country. The workers of 


Australia will take note of the intrigues 


that are resorted to by so-called statesmen 
in the effort to hang on to office and to 
avoid, as on one occasion the late Mr. 
described it,  “ being 
dragged screaming from the tart shop.” 

It appears to me that when the nossibili- 


- ties of the situation have been exhausted 


we shall find ourselves in much the same 
position as before, with the possible excep- 


tion that we may have a new Leader of 


the Nationalist party in the place of the 
present occupant of that position. There 
is a powerful section, the members of 
which wish to displace the present Prime 
Minister. Quarrels occur in the best regu- 
lated families, and we haye had evidence 
from the honorable member for Perth 
that honorable members opposite are not 
a united family. 


Mr. Strewart.—The honorable mem- 
ber would not call: the Nationalist party 
a well regulated family. 


Mr. CONSIDINE—No more than I 
would so describe the party to which the 
honorable member belongs. We have 
evidence that certain interests desire to 
displace the present Prime Minister 
in his leadership of the Nationalist 
party. It may be that some dark 
horse is in the background, and 
that we shall have a new Prime 
Minister as a result of this intrigu- 
ing and political mancuvring, but in the 


_ Meantime the country is treated to the 
“very unedifyin® spectacle of intriguing, 


counter intriguing, and pit. digging by 


‘honorable members opposite in order, that 


the Government may still cling to office, 
and that a pretence to unity fay be put 
up in order that the people may be gulled, 
and last, but not least, that the exploiters 
may be represented at the Imperial Con- 
The, working 


My vote will 
and 


Ae 
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classes in the 
. present order of things will not be repre- 
' sented, no matter who goes. 
~ be given against the Government, 
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against any “who may succeed the present 
Ministers, if they follow the same lines 
of policy ‘and voice the same interests. If 
the Country party listens to the blandish- 
ments of the Prime Minister, and allows 
itself to be tricked. | 

Mr. Jowzrr.—What about the bland- . 
ishments of the Opposition? — 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am not con- 
cerned with that. 1 have no desire and 
no reason to exercise any blandishments, 
and am rather amused at the spectacle 
with which we are now confronted. The 
Country party, like other parties, is try- 
ing to impress the electors that it is their 
membets who are most concerned, first, 
with the interests of the primary pro-. 
ducers, and, next, with those of the great . 
mass 6 the people. 

Mr. Jowsrr.—We do not need to try. 
to impress that upon the people. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the honorable 
member succeeds as well as he did yester- 
day, he will do very well. Should the 
Country party succumb to the blandish- 
ments of the Prime Minister, its political 
future may be aptly described by a slight 
alteration of lines from “The Burial of 
Sir John Moore ”— 


Little they’ll reck if you leave them sleep on 
In the grave where the Prime Minister has 
laid them. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[12.52 ].—It is to be regretted that in the 
heat of party conflict. there should be re- 
peated attempts to depreciate the services 
which our public men have rendered to 
their country, and I avas sorry indeed to 
hear the honorable member for West Syd- 
ney (Mr. Ryan) speak as he did of the 
Prime Minister’s efforts at the Peace Con- 
ference in the maintenance of the White 
Australia policy. 

Mr. Ryan.—He handed the White: 
Australia policy over to the League of 
Nations. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I_ have 
more than once had occasion to comment 
cn the failure of the party with which the 
honorable and Jearned member is asgo- 
ciated to appreciate the importance of 
Australian representation at the Confer- 
ence of 1917. It was due to that party’s | 
action that the Prime Minister was preg 
vented from presenting the a A Wi 
tralia policy to an ee Confers 


ence, aad many of his Nitec pK 


lies were caused thereby. fa 
: - 
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Gaal: personal reasons that he was pre- 
vented from attending the 1917 Confer- 
ence. 


Mr. Brennan.—We object to him at- 
tending any Conference as our represen- 
tative, 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Personal 
spite rather than political reasons kept 
him from attending the 1917 Conference; 
but, notwithstanding the difficulties in 
the way of a full and effective presenta- 
tion of the White Australia policy at the 
Peace Conference, due to the Labour 
party's want of recognition of the im- 


portance of having Australia repre- 
sented at the Imperial | Conference 
in 1917, the Prime Minister, against 


odds that would have deterred. a man of 
lesser calibre, wrested victory from those 
who were determined that he should not 
succeed, and from a majority who 
would have nothing to do with the 
White Australia policy. Whatever may 
be the verdict of posterity on his 
work at the great Peace Conference, 
those who consider that the White Aus- 
tralia policy is essential to the mainten- 
ance of the Commonwealth as a white 
man’s country must acknowledge that he 
succeeded there, even beyond the expec- 
tation of his most ardent friends, 


Mr. Ryan.—tle succeeded in handing 
the White Australia policy over to the 
League of Nations. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—That state- 
ment is a singularly inaccurate one for 
a member of the legal profession to make. 
The mandate which the Mnis‘er for Re- 
patriation (Senator E. D. Millen) was 
able, as the Australian representative, to 
bring back from the Geneva Conference, 
in spite of the assistance given to Japan 
by some of the members ‘of this House, 
and the almost insuperable difficulties 
of his position there, permits this Parlia- 
ment to apply to the new territories of 
the Pacific which we now control the 
saine legislation as we have enacted for 
the government of our own country. It 
is not necessary, as the honorable mem- 
ber for Hume (Mr. 
suggested, that we should pretend to a 
: knowledge of what has taken place in the 
ret conclaves of the Labour party, to 
its attitude on this question, That 
ublished officially throughout the 
ealth the direction to those who 
_ the other ‘side of the world, 
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“no more voice in regard to them than - 


Parker Moloney) © 


that its policy regarding ihe “‘Pacite 
sessions was that Australia should — av 


longed to any one of the representatl 
of the nations. To- day, the party wis. 
Australia to forget this official notifica- ~ 
tion of policy. It can be easily under- 
stood that its members should wish the 
electors to forget their treachery to t 
White Australia principle at the tim 
when that principle most needed the help 
of those who now profess to be its chief 
champions. For a member of a party 
tainted as it is with treachery to 6 
White Australia principle, to upbraid thi 
Prime Minister for failure to defend that 
principle at the Peace Conference, is for 
him to make too great a demand on the 
intelligence of the Australian Democracy. 
Instead of the honorable member for 
West Sydney seeking to take from the 
Prime Minister the laurels that he won 
at the Peace Conference, in his fight for 
a White Australia policy, the honorable 
and learned member would have better 
served the interests of those who sent him” 
here had he given the right honorable 
gentleman the fullest support, so that the 
victory already secured might not be 
jeopardized by the want of similar repre 
sentation at the forthcoming Imperia 
Conference. It is humiliating that, at 
time when the future of this country is in 
the balance, and it is essential that Aus 
tralia should present a united front ix 
defence of her ideals, the selfish interes 
of political parties should bé permitted | 
override the interests of the Common- 
wealth, I deplore the position brought 
about by yesterday’s vote, It mast, h 
ever, be viewed from the constitutic ? 
stand- -point. My object in rising was to © 
denounce attacks -on the Prime Minister 
based on the assertion that, at the Peace 
Conference, he failed in his duty to Aus- 
tralia in his attitude towards the White 
Australia policy. We did not secure all 
that we wanted, but we should have 
secured perhaps more than we did had 
the right honorable gentleman had be- 
hind him the national support that 
was giveneto the delegates of every other 
country. It is to be admitted with shame 
that, m this country alone, there was a 
section which reviled its representatives 
at the Peace Conference, and took every 
opportunity to weaken their influence 
with those with whom they were dealing. 


Sttting suspended from 1 to 2.15 pam. 


men 
whether the present situation was to be 
regarded as a major or a minor crisis. 


. 


ANS are we ‘ 
N Ne ged 


_ Adjournment, 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. — What- 
‘ever may be the merits of the vote of the 


Country party yesterday, the Labour 


"| party, at any rate, cannot escape the 
~  obloguy of having for the second time 
done its utmost to prevent the presenta- 
tion of the case for a White Australia at 


an Imperial Conference. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [2.18].— 
I was asked last night by various press- 
who thronged these precincts 


And, this morning, practically all over 


cs Australia, we find that every journal of 


any significance is suggesting that a 


mountain is being made out of a mole- 


hill. What has taken place is that the 
Government have made a definite blunder 


mm tactics, and are now trying to force 


the whole of the blame for their palpable 


"error 'on the shoulders of this party. I 
_ take exception to the attitude 


and to 
the statements of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes). I have heard statements 
made by him to the effect that yester- 
day’s was a snatch division, and that the 
voting was not very well considered by 
any honorable member because of its sud- 
denness. I deny that any member of the 


Country party has said that he did not 
know what he was voting for. 


Mr. Hueurs.—What I did say was 
that some members of your party, who 
were not in the chamber, voted when 
they did come in, not knowing at the 
time what the motion was. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE-?—Now we find 
that the Prime Minister is using this 
vote, for which the Government must be 
held responsible, as a means of bludgeon- 
ing a further assurance from this party, 
which it cannot give with any retention 


of its self-respect. 


Mr, Hucues.—Quite wrong ! 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—This party is 


‘not the wet-nurse of the Government. 


We are not responsible for the present 
position. We have no intention of giving 
the Government—nor could we give this 
or any other Government—absolute im- 
munity. To'do so would be inconsistent 
with our pledges to our constituents. 
But, as we have said, we will not take 


any undue advantage of the absence of 


the Prime Minister. We cannot be ex- 


a pected, however, to do the Prime Minis- 


ter’s whipping for him, and everything 


else in connexion with the running of 


% 
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this House. We think, and have ex- 
pressed the view, that Australia should 
be represented at the Imperial Confer- 
ence. I have spoken in no uncertain 
terms regarding that; and the ideas of 
the Prime Minister, as he has ex- 
pounded them here, have received the al- 
most unanimous support of all parties in 
this Chamber. If the Government are 
not prepared to take the full responsi- 
bility of being represented at the Con- 
ference, it is time that a Government 
vame into existence which would be pre- 
pared to accept complete responsibility, 
and would represent Australia there, 
The Prime Minister has quoted my views 
with respect to patching up party quar- 
rels; but what is the right honorable 
gentleman now doing? He is flogging 
his Imperial mission for purely party ad- 
vantage. The Prime Minister has taken 
the proper course to-day in asking for 
time in which to reconsider his position. 
He has been given a definite statement 
concerning our views, and I will vote 
for the adjournment for which the Prime 
Minister has asked, in order to enable 
him to give the required consideration to 
his position. | neh 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [2.94].— 
It is extremely interesting, in view of 
what the Leader of the Country party . 
(Dr, iHarle Page), has just said, to 
examine the position in which the Govern- 
ment now find themselves. They have 
been defeated; but, notwithstanding - 
that, and the fact that we have had from 
the Leader of the Country party an as- 
surance that every member of his party 
understood the significance of yesterday’s — 
vote, and knew the seriousness of their 
step, and exactly what they were doing, 
we still see the Government clinging, 
limpet-like, to the Treasury bench. | It 
should not take them twenty-four hours, 
or twenty-four minutes, to decide what 
course they should adopt. Personally, I 
think that the only honorable procedure 
is,for the Government to immediately 
hand their resignations to the Governor- 
General, and so let His Excellency send 
for the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor), who would form a Ministry, andy 
endeavour to carry on. In ordinary qi 
cumstances, with ordinary people, sug 
course, no doubt, would have been pga 
last night. But this is no ordinayy 
ment.. It is an extraording 
ment, consisting of a rTenag 
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individuals, who, no ies what may be 
brought against them, no matter what 
the position in which they may find them- 
selves, still hold on. The question. has 
been asked whether, if the Government 
were defeated by ten on a straight-out 
want of confidence vote, they would 
even then hand in their resignations. 
_ We have had the spectacle of the Govern- 


ment going to the country and promising 


the people that if they did not receive a 
mandate they would refuse to carry on. 
They said that they would not attempt to 
do so for twenty-four hours if the 


people refused to give them their support. - 


But they are still carrying on the 
administration of the affairs of thiy 
country under most unusual circum- 
stances. Almost every week a crisis 
occurs, in which the Government 
are threatened, but immediately the 
whips are cracked intriguing and 
underground engineering commence, This 
House has been one mass of intrigue, 
not only in this, but in the last Parlia- 
ment, to enable the Government to retain 
their sedts, but not their honour, as that 
has gone long ago. Of course, I am not 
speaking of the members of the Govern- 
ment individually, but of the Govern- 
ment as a Government. Last night the 
vote was on a clear-cut issue, and the Go- 
vernment could not maintain their posi- 
tion and control the House. They lost 
eontrol-of the business which it was their 
duty to perform, as a majority of this 
Chamber, in no mistakable language said, 
“We are taking control.” In ordinary 
circumstances, a Government should, 
without any intrigue or the sending of 
messengers hither and thither, have im- 
mediately sent in their resignations to the 
Governor-General. Personally, I believe 
that the Labour party could not carry on 
the government of the Commonwealth, 
although there is no doubt as to 
our capacity .to administer its affairs. 
We have not the numbers, and we 
could not expect the Country party 
for one moment. te support us. The 


‘only difference between the members of 


the Oountry party and those supporting 
the Government is that the former are 
Moore conservative. In such circum- 
Beecs, it would not be long before a 


Bod there would then be only one 
» and that would be for us to 
solution. That is the pro- 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES] Adjournment. 


‘ceditrea which should’ be Salkaee 


whether he is returning to the Comm 


“minority in. the community, and we 


m Administration would be de-- 


which must be adopted if this P 
ment is to maintain its dignity and 
tions. Hors Xs 
Mr. McWrr114ams.—Is not that a 
ter for the Governor-General ? ‘ 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—It¢ ig not my de 
sire to usurp the powers of the Governor- © 
General, but apparently these rudime 
ary facts must be stated in this Hot 
to bring us to our proper position. 
does not seem to be a question of ¢ 
honour of the Government or the pro 
per procedure to-be adopted, but merely 
one of considering the perquisites and 
privileges of office. I can only*repeat 
that the Government have only one du 
to perform, and that is to resign, 
parently the Prime Minister oe 
Hughes) is more perturbed concerning - 
his trip to Great Britain than he is ins 
regard to the fate of the Governme 
and their position, for the time being, 
secondary to that of his visit to Grea 
Britain. As to the significance of that 
we shall learn later, when*we ascerta 


ap 


wealth or not. Those on this side 
the Chamber, representing more than one 
half of the people of the Commonwea 
are of the opinion that the Prime - 
ister should not leave Australia, becau: 


we do not think he is a fit and. proper i 


person to represent us. ae 
Mr. Constoryz.—I do net agree 
the honorable member when he say; 
the Prime Minister should not leave A 
tralia. : 5 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—I am against 
deportation of any citizen from A 
lia, including the Prime Minister, — 


trial, anyhow. ae a 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Prime Mini 
ter does not represent the aspirations 
this country, and has not done so for 80. e- 
years. He represents the views 6 ; 


not prepared to give him full and 
plete power to énter into financia 
rangements of an Imperial chara 
We are not, for instance, in favour of 
right honorable gentleman binding us 
subsidize an Imperial Navy, and 
matter of fact we are not at all | 
able to him going abroad on beha cof 
the Commonwealth, because we do met 


n heay 
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think that he is temperamentally fitted ‘o 
‘Tepresent Australia. The Government 
‘have a duty to perform to the Parlia- 
ment and to the people of the Common- 
> wealth, and that is to resign at the 
Be earliest possible moment. 
- Mr. Ryan.>They might be dismissed. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—We can only dis- 
miss them by a.vote of this House 

Mr. Ryan. — The Governor-General 


€an. 

— Mr BLAKELEY. — Irrespective | of 
how this vote goes it will not have the 
slightest effect upon the Government, be- 
eause they are determined to carry on. 

_ Mr. Tupor.—To hang on. 

Mr. BLAKELEY. iy will accept i 
eorrection. I trust that when the as- 
surance which is asked for is renewed— 
not to-day, but on a subsequent occasion 
_ -—that this House will give .a vote similar 
to that recorded yesterday. 

Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [2.33]:—I am 
- somewhat like those engaged in military 
> :«~eecupations, and who have had military 
"* training, but who, although not anxious 
_ for bloodshed, are prepared to follow the 
path of duty. JI am not willing to enter 
upon a campaign of slaughter; but I am 
prepared to do my duty even if it in~ 
volves the necessity of an election. The 
situation which has arisen in this Cham- 
ber ilustrates the absurdity of party go- 
yernment. Here is government of the 
- people by the people and for the people. 
_ in theory a majority of the representa- 
_ tives of the people have dominated the 
- situation, and dictated a policy; but in 
actual practice the people are controlled 
- by a comparatively few men who _ hap- 
_ pen to be members of the Cabinet. 
> There is no freedom fdr those who happen 
© to be in opposition,’ or those who sit 
‘hehind the Government, who are tossed 
Hike corks in the stream of public life, and 
are following the dictates of a man who 
wevis a member of the Cabinet, and who, by 
" the grace of God, happens to be the 
' Prime Minister at this moment. Here, 
we see a gentleman like the honorable 
- member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett). 
' He represents no particular party; he is 
‘neither fish, flesh, nor good red devil; 
he belongs ys neither one éidé nor the 
other. He does not wish to be identified 
' with the extreme policy of the Labour 
_ party, nor with the policy or responsi- 
ie eeitios of the Government. Standing 
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between thea two ene pebaiont the 
Government and the Opposition—these 
people in the Corner expect to float on 
the stream of public life, identified with 
the responsibilities and policies. of’ 
neither. The object of the honorable _ | 
member for Grampians is to keep in ‘ 
view of the public; he has a message, | 
but he does not wish to give it in the in- 
terests of the public or of anybody except 
himself. He wishes, however, to be on 
the right side, and so he goes to the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), and says, 
‘“ Old man, do not, worry; I do not mean’ 


‘to hurt you, but, by Christ! I must keep 


myself on top.’’? And so he submits his 
motion, deliberately compromising him- 
self in every ‘way in regard to principles 
and conscience; he hypocritically moves a 
fabbion ial wick he does not belieye; and, 
in order .to keep himself in the public eye 
and establish himself in his own consti- 
tuency, he whispers to the Prime Min-— 
ister, ‘‘ I want to occupy, the time of the 
country for two hours; but do not worry, 
I do ‘not mean anything.’’ Honorable 
members see the situation which arises, 
Those, men in the Corner do not mean 
anything, and they wish to ignore any 
responsibility in regard to the Govern- 
ment. Every man who honestly sits be- 
hind the Government takes his fortunes — 
in his hand; for good or evil, he takes 
the risk of the battle. He is on one 
side or the other; and, even if he can- 
not believe he is right, at least the 
stands by the Government and shares in 
its responsibility. But where do the 
members of the Country party stand? 
Not here, not there, not anywhere. What 
are they in public life? What do they 
stand for? Where is their manhood and 
sense of decency? The Prime Minister 
can come here and say to the hon- 
orable member for eCowper (Dr. Earle 
Page), “You say that you and your 
party do not mean anything; what 
in the name of God are you here for?” 
What, I ask again, do the members of 
that party stand for? For the Govern- 
ment? No. Against the Government? 
No. For the Labour party? No. , 
Against it? No. They stand for now 
thing—only for themselves. The Pring 
Minister can stand here and talk ig 
way he has to the representative r 
knows what sort of party. Ly 
party without penne Wit 
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without ideas, prepared to stand for no- 
thing, and to desert everything; to sup- 
port one thing one day and oppose it the 
‘next; to stand up or sit down as the 
exigencies of the moment demand. The 


Leader of this party can afford to be in- | 


sulting to the Prime Minister of this 
country. What does the Prime Minister 
do? The Prime Minister says to this 
Leader, “ You deny responsibility, and 
say that you did not mean anything.” 
Does the Leader of the Country party 
stand up to reply? Does he answer the 
accusations of the Prime Minister? Not 
at all; he accepts the imputation that he 
did not mean anything; he accepts this 
slander on his character, and, like a poor 
helpless creature, does not attempt 
any answer. All he does is to. say, 
“AS we are the Country party, 
if a motion for the adjournment 
of the House is moved by one 
of us, I will support it.” The party re- 
serve the right to turn round and vote 
against or for the Government as they 
please. What has the Prime Minister said 
about other members of the party? The 
right honorable gentleman says to them, 
“You come to me privately, and whisper 
to me that you did not know what you 
were voting for.” However, there is noth- 
ing in that. They are not the only men 
who vote and do not know what they are 
voting for. In the history of this Chamber 
members have walked in and voted for 
something-——they knew not what. I hon- 
estly admit, without mentioning names, 
‘that there was, at least, one member, 
apart from the Country ‘party, who did 
the same thing. . | 
Mr. Grsson.—You are not the only 
one. I asked eleven honorable members 
Opposite what they were voting for and 
not one man knew. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I quite agree with 
the honorable member; it has occurred 
many a time. But the public does not 
know what goes on, and the press will not 
expose the game. The public will swallow 
the “dope,” and will really believe tha 
we assemble here, and know what we are 
wvoting for, though very often we do not. 
mhe Prime Minister seeks to score on 
MB point, and says of those men in the 
wthat some of them whispered to 
Bathey did not know what they 
Bfor—that they never meant 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES] Adjournment. 


better for the future of the country if th 


‘sin 2 


Nes ee k 
Fe Tr Mirae ey 
Rae ates 


any harm, but that, of course, the 
wanted to appear well before the publ 
and their constituents. The last thi 


Government or themselves. One would, 
at least, think that private conversation 
should be sacred. 3 


Mr, McWrr114ms.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. ANSTEY.—The honorable me 
ber says, “‘ Hear, hear! ’’ but he and the 
others with him do not resent-this rep 
tition of a private conversation. They 
to the Prime Minister as a kind of father 
confessor, saying, “ Oh, father, forgive us 
for we know not what we do.” They 
do not resent this violation of a private 
conversation. No; they are deadl 
silent, and dare not answer. What sort 
of animals are they who dare not resent 
an imputation of the kind? Why do 
they not stand up one by one and answer 
the Prime Minister? It is neither the Go- 
vernment nor the Opposition that is on its 
trial in the Government’s estimation; it 
is that section in the Corner which claims 
to be free from the responsibilities of the 
Government, and also free from the ex- 
tremism of the Opposition. What does 
the Government do? I do not object to 
the attitude of the Prime Minister, in- 
convenient as it may be to myself and 
others. It is the only attitude that the 
right honorable gentleman could adopt 
towards a faction like this. It would be 


2 


Country party were to link up WwW 
either one side or the other rather 
maintain a position where nobody ean 
trust them. |Why, they cannot even trust 
each other! . What honour is there i 

being the leader of such a party or fac- 
tion? They sit here and, with tame sub- 
mission, listen to the abuse of the Prime 
Minister—to his imputations, his insults 
and innuendoes, and to the stigmas cast 
on them from this side. es 


Mr. Grecory.—ls this Satan reproving 


Mr. ANSTEY.—Sure! It is not the 
first time that he has done it in this 
Chamber. Was it not the honorable 
member himself who said, a little while 
ago, to an honorable member upon this 
side of the House, ‘‘ You move the ad- 
journment of this debate and see where 
we-are”? I would like to adopt tha 


Adjournment. 
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course now, and to know where the hon- 


~ orable member is. 


But I will guarantee 


that if it comes to a toss-up there is only 


ns one side upon which he will come down— 
_ the side necessary to placate the Govern- 


ment. 


eussing the motion for 
brought forward yesterday. 
members on this side of the Chamber 


_ Mr. Grecory.—At the present time, 
** Yes.’’ | 


Mr. ANSTEY.—1I knew it. As a re- 


sult, the Country party unnecessarily 


occupied the time which was spent in dis- 
adjournment 

Honorable 
It 


were not the wasters of public time. 


- was the members of the Country party 


who occupied the time of Parliament in 
debating a motion which meant nothing, 


- and in respect of which they have harmed 


themselves considerably in the eyes of the 
electors. Even if we had been as hypo- 


eritical as they themselves, the members 


of the Labour party were bound to vote 


oe 


against the Government. We had to do 


$0, or to disappear from public life as its 


supporters. But gentlemen who occupy 
the position that is occupied by members 
of the Country party have neither the 


respect of any Government supporter nor 


of any member of the Opposition, nor of 


the daily press of this country, whether it 
be Labour or Liberal. They cannot com- 


the country and to themselves. 


‘mand the respect of any large body of 


citizens, who hold definite opinions, either 
one way or the other. If they have a 
clear-cut policy which is for the good of 
the Commonwealth, they have a duty to 
That 
duty is to seize the opportunities which 
come to them from the struggles of the 
two main factions, and to put their poli- 
tical fortunes to the test, believing that, 


‘g if their policy is the best one, the coun- 


try will support them. As a party, they 


ie ‘can never have a political future if they 
continue to remain as indefinite in their 


: attitude as they have been 


) since their 
advent in this Chamber. Coming to the 
threat of a dissolution, I have always en- 


_ deavoured to postpone, as far as possible, 


a general election. I would postpone it 


for all eternity. But, apart from personal 


inconvenience, it stands to reason that we, 


as a party, are hostile to this Govern- 


ment: that we are hostile to its Prime 


- Minister, and that we are naturally hos- 


tile to his going to England, upon the 


. § ground that the policy which he has entn- 
-  eiated upon the floor of this Chamber is 


Tay ky 
wwe 


inimical to the best interests of Austra- 
lia. The inference founded upon the 
arguments of the ‘Treasurer himself 
(Sir Joseph Cook) is that this coun- | 
try cannot bear a heavy 
respect of naval expenditure. If the 
Old Country is loaded up with an enor- 
mous debt, if she is torn by internal dis- 
sension, and by international dissatisfac- 
tion with her previous allies; if it is In- 
evitable that the revenues of this coun- 
try must decline enormously within the 
next twelve months whilst our interest — 
burden must increase, it is not the wil- 
lingness either of the Prime Minister or ~ 


the Treasurer which will dictate the future 


policy of this country In regard to our 
naval defence. What will dictate it is the 
state of its finances and the ability of the 
Commonwealth to bear the expenditure. 
The Prime Minister has asked why the 
Old Country should defend Austraha. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—I must ask the honorable member 
not to discuss, upon this motion, the Min- 
isterial statement. 


Mr, ANSTEY.—Just when I was in 
the mood I could not speak at all, and 
now that I can speak I am prevented 
from doing so. But, however willing 
some honorable members may be to stop 
me talking, I know that you, sir, would 


_be the last person to intervene 1f you. 


could avoid it. However, there will be no 
more talk from me upon the naval ques- 
tion. 
upon a future occasion, I shall say why 
this country should not be represented at 
the Imperial Conference except in ¢on- 
formity with views which have been 
clearly promulgated by this Parliament. 
I’ repeat that it is inevitable that the 
party with which I am associated will 
vote against the Government upon every 
conceivable occasion. I do not believe 
that there is going to be any dissolution 
of this Parliament. I believe that the 
anxiety of the Prime Minister to appear 
in England during the coming summer 
season is a paramount reason why there 
will be no dissolution. Of course, if a 
dissolution should come, I shall have to | 
face it with the others, irrespective of 
its results. But I do not beveve that 
will come. What is going to hap 
that the gentlemen who sit upo 
corner benches are going to be bug 
to heel, and they will give a promig#; 


burden in 


If the opportunity is afforded me 
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| ‘Government of clear and definite support, 
so that what has hitherto been known as 
_the Country party will disappear from the 
-publie life of the Commonwealth. 
Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [2.52].—I 
am doing the honorable member and his 
irresponsible remarks 
Mr. Ansrry.—Will the honorable mem- 
ber permit me to make one remark by way 
of interjection? 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir 
son).—Order! 


Elliot John- 


Mr. Anstzy.—I wish to make a per- 
sonal explanation. . 


- Mr. SPEAKER.—That cannot be done 
in the middle of another honorable mem- 
ber’s speech. oe 


_ Mr. STEWART .—I desire to say a few 


words, not merely in reply to the honor-. 


able member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey), 
but in reply to other honorable members 
upon the same side of the chamber. TI 
wish to thank them for the advice which 
they have been giving us all the morning. 
‘They have been so busy in that direction 
that the members of the party with which 
f am associated have not had an oppor- 
tunity of even getting a word in. Now 
that we have a chance to do so; I thank 
them for the advice which they have 
given us. Frequently, when issues have 
arisen here, they have filled pages of Han- 
sard with statements to the effect that a 
majority of members of the Country party 
have invariably saved the Government. 
We have had speeches from them ‘in 
which my own party has been sternly de- 
nounced in this connexion. But yesterday 
a vote was taken upon a formal motion for 
adjournment, and the Government were 
defeated. Yet we still have speeches con- 
-gemnatory of the Country party by honor- 
able members opposite! What did the 
honorable member for Bourke say? He 
said that the political policy of his party 
Was to be “agin the Government.” Tr- 
respective of whether the Government 
are right or wrong, its policy is to op- 
pose them. That is the political creed of 
honorable members opposite. They are 
,a#gainst any motion which may emanate 
pitom the Ministerial side of the House, 
ether it be right or wrong. The sup- 
ers of the Government hold a some- 
similar political creed in respect of 
position, They are opposed to any 


rns? 
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~ women who are-making the country 


motion which may come from tha 
‘ter, be it right or wrong. ae 
Mes 


“true, eh 


Mr. STEWART.—When pairs © 
been required what has been the ex 
ence of the party in this corner of 
House? Frequently we have experie 
difficulty in getting them. But there 
been no such difficulty ‘experienced e 
by Labour members or Ministerial 
porters. And it is not difficult for 
individual member of this party to. 
pair. Why? Because when an hono 
able member desires to go away, he s 
to the Whip, “‘ Get me a pair against 
Labour party.’? No matter what — 
issue before the House may be, he 
sires to be paired against the Oppositio 


Mr. Ryan.—With which side 
the honorable member pair? 


Mr. STEWART.—Whichever side 
in my opinion, acting in the best inte 
of Australia, ae 

Mr. James Pacs.—Has the honorab 
member ever been refused a pair? 

Mr. STEWART.—1I have, hae 

Mr. James Pace.—Not by me, | 

Mr. STEWART.—I do not know by 
whom. What is the reason for the pre. 
sence of the Country party in this Hous 
We are regarded as intruders. Why? 
Because we have spoilt the little two- 
party game that has been played in 
country for so long. Neither of t 
parties likes a third eleven in the 
We are about as welcome to honol 
members on this side of the House a 
are to those on the Opposition side. 
is quite true, as the honorable met 
for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) said, that 16 i 
a case of ‘‘ the survival of the fittest ’’; 
we shall have to fight, and I am preparec 
to fight and stand to my guns fo 
ideals of, the people who sent meh 
the organized’ farmers of Australia. 
people of the out-back, the men 


on Ot 
Ricuarp Foster.—That 


wou 


2 


it is, have had experience of the r. 
the Labour party, and, particularly d 
ing the last few years, of rule by the pa 
at present in power. And what was 
result of the last election? = = = 
Mr. Parker Motonry.—IDoes the he 
orable member mean the election in Sor 
Australia ? Ce ROIs oe. 


fr 


Rags 
\ my fi ees 


Mya Beenie Py 
Adjournment. 


_ Mr. STEWART.—The Country party 
in South Australia succeeded about as 
_ well as did the Labour party. 


_ Mr. Tupor.—No; we won sixteen seats, 
the Country party none. 
— Mr. STEWART.—That is so, but I am 
* not referring now to State politics; I am 
_ dealing with the Federal Parliament, and 
_ I say that, in spite of experience of 
_ government by the Labour party and by 
_ that party which to-day calls .itself 
_ National, which previously called itself 
_ Liberal, and which in the next few years 
will call itself God knows what, the 
_ people returned the Country party to this 
_ House. We are here, and, take it from 
me, we shall stay. 


_ With reference to the crisis that has 
_ arisen, the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
stated that certain members of the Coun- 
try party went to him and said that they 
did not mean to voté as they did, or that 
they did not mean that vote to be inter- 
_ preted as it has been. I do not know 
_ what they said, but I, at any rate, did 
not go to him. Furthermore; if I were 
Prime Minister, and any honorable mem- 
bers told me what members of our party 
_ are alleged to have said to the Leader of 
_ the Government, I-would not have come 
_ here and disclosed their statement on the 
_. floor of the House. I would not have 
_ Put in a false position somebody who was 
_ probably sympathetically inclined — to- 
“wards me. If I spoke privately to the 


‘i Leader of the Opposition or to almost any. 


- other member in the House, I would feel 
quite certain that my statement would 
_. not be repeated here, as the Prime Minis- 
_ ter repeated statements made to him, not 
_ only to members of this House, but to 
, the press and people. The action of the 
_ Prime Minister was deliberately unfair 
to the very people who, he claims, are 
_ sympathetic towards the Government. 


sage try 


- Mr. Cuariton.—The honorable mem- 
_ ber does not know what the other honor- 
able members said to him, or what use 
they told him to make of their state- 
» ments. 


» Mr. STEWART.—They may have said 
a great deal more or a great deal less; 
Ido not know what they said. 
' only to say, speaking, not so much for the 
Country party, but rather for the people 
“who sent us here, particularly the or- 
ganized farmers of Victoria, that the 
_ ¥eason why we were returned to Parlia- 
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ment was the failure of both existing 
parties. And I make bold to say that for 
that same reason we shall stay here. We 
‘were returned upon a definite platform, 
which is stated in black and white. Can-. 
didates from both the old parties were 
pitted against us on the hustings, and 
the only results were a diminution of the 
numbers of both of them and an increase 
in the strength of the Country 
party. Yet honorable members have the 
effrontery to sneer at a party which has 
won its position in this House in spite 
of the efforts of both of the other parties. 
I repeat that ve are here to stay. 


Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [3.2].— - 
-It seems to me that we are going through 
a stage when responsible government and 
parliamentary institutions are being 
placed on trial. We hear a lot from our 
opponents about honorable members on 
this side of the House desiring to destroy 
parliamentary government. If there is 
anything calculated to destroy parlia- 
mentary institutions it is disgraceful pro- 
cedure such as we witnessed yesterday and 
to-day. Nothing could tend more to 
bring parliamentary institutions and con- 
stitutional government into contempt 
with the people than the action of the 
Government in hanging on to office after 
this House has clearly told them that it 
has lost confidencé in them and their ad- 
ministration. I shall not say much in 
regard to the controversy or trial of wits 
between the Prime Minister and tite 
Country party, or the insults and innuen- 
does that he has directed at them. If 
the honour of the Country party is con- 
cerned, that is their look out; the affairs. 
of my own party are sufficient concern for 
me. I shall not worry whether the Coun- 
try party loses or gains, or whether they 
support or oppose the Government. 
Whatever action they take must be their 
own responsibility, to which they, and 
not we, will have to stand up. I desire 
to refer briefly to the laboured reason 
which the Prime Minister gave for the 
undignified attitude of his Government 
in hanging on to office. He said that it 
was essential that Australia should be 
represented at the Imperial Conference— 
inferentially, by him. Australia . could 
still be represented at that Conference 
even if the Government were to resign to- 
day, but not by. the present Prime Minis- 
ter. Apparently, he is of opinion that 


} 
{ 


* Australia cannot. be _ adequately. ‘repre- 
sented except by himself. 


Labour party is that anybody could repre- 
sent Australia at the Imperial Conference 
better than the Prime Minister. I be- 
lieve that if the ak outside could ex- 


‘press their opinion they would support 


that view. The country is not looking 
with any great amount of anxiety to its 
_ representation by the (Prime Minister at 
_ the Imperial Conference. I believe a 
great deal was said here to-day about his 
representation of Australia at other Con- 
ferences. The statement that he con- 
sented at a previous) gathering to the 
White Australia policy being handed over 


to the League of Nations has been con- 


tested, but I think that it is clear and 
beyond dispute that he did do so. If 
such a policy as that, a policy so vital 
_ to the interests of Australia, could be 
handed over by him fo the League of 
Nations, we have no guarantee whatever, 
irrespective of the statements that the 
Prime Minister has made to the House, 
that other interests as vital, or nearly as 
vital to Australia, will be conserved by 
him. ig i 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—I ask the honorable member not 
to discuss that matter, which is involved 
in the Ministerial statement. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—1 merely alluded to 
it in connexion with the Prime Minister’s 
statement this morning that it Was neces- 
sary for the Government to remain in 
office in order thatthe might go to London 
to represent Australia lat the Imperial 
Conference. The members of the Labour. 
party, and our supporiers outside, and 
f believe the majority of the people of 
Australia, would rather that Australia 
were represented in London by almost 
anybody else than by the Prime Minister, 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.8].— 
The honorable member) for Wimmera 


(Mr. Stewart), who said that the mem- 


bers of the Country party were refused . 


pairs by members sitting on this side of 
the chamber, must realize, as an old 
politician, how difficult if is to pair with 
a party when you do not|know, from day 
to day, what attitude that party are 
going to take up on any question that 
is before the Chamber. | No one knows 
which way the Country party are going 


ba 


to cast a vote. We do no 
| The opinion — 
of myself and the other members of the 


\ honorable member who leads the 


could, he would support the Gov 


they will be for or against the 
ment, and consequently it is 


all, he said that the Government d 
command his confidence. What I 4 
particularly to bring under the not 

the House is the statement of the h 
able member’s leader (Dr. Ea 
I was waiting this morning 
Leader of the Country party to 
his place, and make some stateme 
garding the transactions of yesterday 
view of the lecture delivered .to hin 
the Prime Minister (Mr, Hughes 


morning, I think it was the he 
able member’s place to rise 
diately, even before the Le 


our party, with a view to clearing 
party from the aspersions cast 
Now that he has made a statemen 
one, welcome it, because, if he. 
the Prime Minister anything to-da 
has told him that, so far as. the Oo 
party are concerned, the will ha 
munity from attack during his absen 
he should go abroad. The Prime 

ister made it clear here, on Fr’ 


some guarantee that, in his ab ce, 
Government would be protected. | 


party said that he resented the stat 
that had been made concerning t 
the Prime Minister, but that ¢ 
not going to wet nurse the Gover 
that the Government had thei 
Whips, and their own methods o 
ducting their business, and that h 
were not going to be dragged behi 
heels of the Government. Ree. 

Mr, Grecory.—When you ha 
that far, why not give all t 
Leader said?) ))o. 8 at 

Mr. CHARLTON.—What mor 
the honorable member like me to ¢ 
Mr. Grucory.—That he would 
the promise he made the other day. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes; he said 


would repeat the promise he made 
other night, that, so far as he - easc 


oth 43 


eee 


aS ty. wai very pe and the — 
‘must not lose sight of the fact, 
e was supporting the motion now 
2 the House because it was a motion. 


| me of ee House for the 


beseuiden the ae in which 


ting the motion on the ground that 


The honorable member for Dam- 


of the Country party, knows that 


Boulk 3 is that the Government stand 
where they stood last night when 


‘was carried, irrespective of what 
he. the fate of the motion for ad- 


i 


ji 1 en if th which is now before the House. 


, 


iaiey party. now says, “T am not 
to give immunity to any Govern- 


for the Prime Minister t 


‘now, in face of that statement, without 


‘placed. He did not say he was 
cof the House to carry on the affairs o 


ect was to vindicate the Govern- 
_ happens in his absence. 


I ef Mr. Gregory), who is the Deputy 


hind him: The Leader of the Country 


Prime Minister—I am trying to follow. 


that there was nothing to prevent a Go- 
country. If that is the position at which 


‘in no better position than they were in 


t.” In fact, he went so far as to say 
he would not be. in a position to do 
I take it that the Country party 
their own platform, and are tied 
n- ty certain ial and decisions of ) 


-vernment, on reconsidering their p 
/ decide ue contin in office, and | 


: Tt is is “anid oe ne 


that eviebars: may bey 


EES in his Ue When “het 
Leader of ihe Country party says he can 
not give the Prime Minister the guaran- 
tee that he asks for, it puts the Prim 
Minister in this position: If he goe 


having an absolute majority on the floor 


the country, he is responsible for whatever 
Tf he has not an 
absolute majority on the floor of the 
House, then he has not an absolut 
majority of the people of Australia be- 


party also pointed out very clearly to the 


his statement, and he will correct me ae, 
yt am Wrote thse if the Prime Min 
ister was not satisfied with his position 
it did not follow that there should be a 

dissolution and an appeal to the people, — 
because, he said, the possibilities of the 
House were not exhausted. He added 


vernment being. formed in this House 
that would carry on the affairs of the 


we have arrived, then the Government 
should act, and act promptly. They are 


last, night. If they have not a majority, 
and if we want to be represented at the 
Imperial Conference, and the time is so 
short, the Government must. allow. the 
Governor-General to exhaust the possi: 
bilities of the House for the formation 
of a Ministry to carry on the affairs of 
Australia. If a change of. Government 
takes place, what is to prevent the ime 
coming Government, if it is sufficiently 
strong, from appointing a man to go © 
abroaa to represent Australia at the Im- 
perial Conference? There is” the posi- 
tion as I see it, and we cannot escape it. — 
According to the statement made by the ae 
Leader of the Country party, if the Go- 


arth L 
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because, where ihm are ee divided: 
it is only necessary for one man to be 
away for the fate of the Government to 
be settled—then they must take the re- 
ity. 


“While the position remains as it is, and 
in view of the statement of the Prime 
Minister last Friday, the Government 
“have only one course open to them, if 
they have the interests of the people of 

‘Australia at heart, and if they wish to 
‘have this country represented at the Im- 
_-perial Conference. That course is to 
resign, and allow the possibilities of the 
‘House to be exhausted. If my Leader, 

the honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 
Tudor), cannot form a Government, or 
wf his Government when formed are de-' 
feated, the Governor-General can still 
fall back on other resourees. He can call 
upon the Leader of the Country party to 
form a Ministry. No one can say that 
any honorable member chosen by the 
‘Governor-General cannot get a sufficient 
majority behind him. it is quite pos- 
sible that a member may be foun 

who will get a working majority 
which will enable him to carry on 
the business of the country while per- 
“Mitting some one to adequately represent 
Australia at the Imperial Conference. 
_ But if anything is to be done, it must be 
done at once if whoever is to represent 
us in London is to leave in sufficient time 

to do so. If we dilly-dally for a week 
‘or two, probably until just before the 
Prime Minister leaves, we may have a 


recurrence of what lappened. yesterday, 
and may find that the business of the 
‘House is taken out of the hands of the 
Government. In such circumstances, the 
' Government would be compelled to resion, 
and there would be no hope of Australia 
- being represented at a Conference which 
_ means so much to its future interests. 


af ‘ This motion has a definite purpose: to 
" give the Government time to reconsider 
their position, and nothing: that: may 
spe to-day can justify them in saying 
that they will go on next week. — 


WoMr. Hucror Lawonn— The Govern- 


“ment did not adjourn the House yester- 
day, but they propose to do so to-day. 


Mr. | CHARLTON. —They did — not 
a yesterday, 


1 the House but 


| their. ade 


namely, immunity for the Minis 


it a Government with a backing su 


DB. i The 


they hate ahs es canbe 
ing that the carrying of the mot 


‘Thereupon, ‘hee Ht 
eee to consider the se 


vote to test their ponieioen My 
in the corner say that they will v 
the motion insorder to give the 
ment further time to consider th 
tion; but they do not say that they 
in favour of the Government ir 
for, whieh the Prime Manion 


ing his absence, The 
said, very definitely, 


not think of going abroad to. repr 
Australia ‘at the “Imperial Confe 
If in this House the parties are e 
numbers, and if no party Bi, 


is to Sie ie possibilities Eo 
House. Then if we cannot find w 


to transact the business of the C 
and also send a on ae to” 


govern this country. . 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY - 
dedouion to ‘be 


The. CE 
Earle 


ment can a a) to ae hte: 
the ey, party es 


Rabon satis who has spoken has 
But I cannot see the consistency. 
attitude adopted by the Leader > 
Country party when he says that 
his party are prepared to vote f 
motion which the Government have 
mitted to-day. To be consistent w 
vote he and his party gave yes 
when they voted with the Labour 


stand Land. of the charges 
against them by the honorable © 
for Bourke (Mr. Anstey), which s 
perturbed the honorable — mem: 
Wimmera oe oe 


he fects 

the votes deg have cast within 

; eighteen months in this Parlia- 
The honorable member and others 
vote with him may say what they 
but the division lists as recorded in 
sard will show_ exactly where the 
r party have stood during the last 
en months. Nine times out of ten—- 
t, every time the fate of the Govern- 
was at stake—some number, great 
mall, of the Corner party was to he 
coming to the rescue of Ministers; 
d no matter whether the honorable 


e aber for Wimmera speaks from now 


this time next year, he cannot wipe 
he past record of his party. os 
e distrustful ‘of the Labour aay 

\d of the National party, and have sent 
vr esentatives of ‘the Country party 
Parliament, maintained them 
and even 
their 

may be: 


show a disposition 
ranks; 
unpleasant 
ie » L would draw 
eon to the fact that the latest 


but sale 
to 


peal to the country has had quite a con- 
rary result. In the South Australian 
. xetions last week, the Country parity 
$s practically wiped out; and I venture 
) say that the reason for its obliteration 
s the record in this House of the party 


‘The 


me norable paniber claims that that is a 


2 ite, and not a Federal concern; but, as 


Neg ) to the as of this country, 20. 
allarat, the candidate of the Country 


— party lost his deposit, and the candidate 


Bib Labour party was returned by a 
stantial majority. The facts are all 


erst the honorable member for Wim-. 


_ The point I. am endeavouring: to 
™, fen is that oe decision of the Country 
party, apparently arrived at during the 
u ncheon adjournment, to grant the Go- 
7e : nment this’ adjournment, is absolutely 
inconsistent with the vote they cast yes- 
rday. It merely serves to show that 
they are Rallis to meet the Government 
every possible way. The only way in 
hich they can be consistent with their ’ 


te of yesterday is to vote peetagt the ; 


said that the ie decent’ ae the G 
vernment could do was to resign; an 
view of his words, the only logical | 

his” party can take is to put the Ge 


Tae 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY — 


and adnobneie that they are prepaa 

to vote with them again. b 

of the party may say it in Heid own way 
but if they are really serious when they 
declare, as they did this morning, 

they do not intend to wet-nurse the 
vernment, or stand as supporters of 

*the only thing they can do is to vote 
against this motion. That is the only 
thing they can do if they are Be rf 

Des aie 


a remind honorable members he a 
ee ae Ae Hughes) defin: 


erable! member for ramp ( 
J owett ) nodded assent to the Prime 1 
ister’s statement. P, ‘ . 
Mr, Jowxrr.—Pardon me, yot 
wrong. I did not nod assent to any 
statement. cA 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 


believe the honorable. member did. 


Mr. x) owErt.—N ae bi nodded — 


to the Prime Minister's statement 


‘embarrass ie ORES 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Tha 


exactly what [ am saying. 


J OWETT, No: 


Mr. 


ae arent 


. Mr, PARKER MOLONE 
distination, Aba a a tdi 
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opinion. The Prime Minister said he 
believed members of the Country party 
did not wish to disturb or embarrass the 
Government. I shall endeavour to give 
‘the Prime Minister’s exact words. He 
said that he had it from some mem- 
bers of the Country party that they 
had no desire to embarrass the Govern- 
ment, and the honorable member nodded 
assent. I called attention to it at the 
time. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—You are totally wrong. 


Sir Josepx Coox.—Has the honorable 
member ever given a vote in this House 
without knowing what it was about? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No; I 


have not. | 


Sir Joserpx Coox.-I do not believe 
the honorable member. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
records of yesterday’s debate show that 
the Treasurer does not always know what 
he is saying. It is not the first time the 
Treasurer has been in that position, so 
I can reciprocate his kindly feelings. 

‘Sir Josepn Coox—-I have been in that 
position on many occasions, and so, no 
doubt, has every other honorable member. 


‘Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — But 
this does not screen the honorable member 
for Grampians, at all events. I stand 
to my statement, and I say that I believe 
that in submitting his motion yesterday 
he had no desire to embarrass the Go- 
vernment. 


Mr. Jowzrr.—I certainly did not, 
but I wished to have my motion carried. 


fr. DARKER MOLONEY -—T ‘am 
glad at last to have an admission from 
the honorable member for Grampians 
that he did not wish to embarrass the 
Government. That has been my conten- 
tion all along. But if, as he declares, he 
had no such wish, how can he say now 
that he wanted his motion carried? He 
cannot have it both ways. The state- 
ment made by the Prime Minister this 
morning was a cHarge against certain 
members of the Country party. 


My. Jowzrr.—I did not nod assent to 
that either. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I do 
t think it was a charge against the 


Adjournmext. [REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment, 


honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart) or the honorable member LODE 


Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), who at a 
conference recently in Sydney threatened 


that he would screw the neck of the 
In this connexion, I may 
remind the House that, becauge | Of705 
his indiscretion on that occasion, the 


(yovernment. 


honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) can no. longer claim to 


be the Leader of the Country party, 
for the simple reason that a majority of — 
our honorable friends in the Corner wish 
to be regarded as a pro-Government | 
party. Hence, because of his injudicious 
the honorable member for 


utterances, 
Franklin lost’ his job. : 


In view of the damaging statement 
made by the Prime Minister to-day, no th 
self-respecting party could have done 
But in- | 


other than accept the challenge. 


stead, they waited until the dinner ad- 


journment so that they could come to 


some kind of a decision. All this con- 


firms me in the belief that the members _ ar 
of the Country party are still trying to 


play into the hands of the Government _ 


by giving them the week-end to consider 
the position instead of voting against this 


motion for adjournment. : 


One of the principal reasons advanced — 4 
by the Prime Minister in his attempt to _ 
bludgeon the Country party to vote for 


the motion is that he feels in duty bound - 


to attend the Imperial Conference as the 


representative of the Commonwealth. I 


have said on other occasions, and I want it bit 


Prime Minister would never go out of 


this country as a representative of the 
I do not believe he 
This is borne out — 
by the very latest developments in this ele 
House, the Government being defeated by sen 
Conse- — 
quently, I do not believe that a majority _ 
of the people desire to have him as the 


people of Australia. 
represents the people. 


two votes on a definite motion. 


representative of Australia at the ap- 


proaching Conference, and so his argu- 


_ recorded again, that if I had my way thane 


ment should have no weight with any sec- 


tion in this House. 


merits. 


the Prime Minister asks for the adjourn- __ 
ment in order that the Government may 


consider the position, and the Leader of i 
the Country party, speaking, I presume, 


4h, ie “i 


The motion now @ a 
under discussion should be treated on its es 
The position, as I see it, is that 


! £20, 000,000 a “year on  etloalipe a 
; Linister that there is ae one also to agree to some form of conse 
thing for the Government to do, tion proposed by people who do not 
at is to resign. Therefore, to be in Australia. Our desire is that we shi 
nt, members of the Country party be represented by some one who. righth 
ald - vote against the motion. understands Australian _soutlneey: ie fh 


‘McGRATH (Ballarat) ‘[3.84].—1 


ae been pers after the vote 


d \ cous If ae crisis does no more 
if ae euderad his resignation than demonstrate to the world that 
Governor-General. Knowing the Prime Minister no longer possesses 
Minister’s career, and remember- confidence of the people, and thereby i 

ex-Senator Rese scandal, as frustrates his efforts to go abroad as the 

s his” declaration on the Neue representative of the Commonwealth, t 

if conscription were not. will have achieved some useful purpose. 


he would resign, | am not at As to what: the Country party may or 
rprised that he submitted to may not say, I am not concerned. The 

) s yesterday and still retains his are fairly intelligent men, and quite able 
osition as Prime minister: But baie he to look after their own business, : 


Mr. -‘Srewarr.—That is the first tind: 
thing that has been said of us to-day. 


Mr. McGRATH.—Some members of 
_ the Country party may at times be in 

E 1k ee eene lear a ne pany consistent, just as the honorable member 
arle Fage) made that declaration. for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) was a littl 
Stewart.—And that stands. while ago.  Gesticulating wildly, the 
McGRATH.—-Well, with thjg DBonorable member said that the Labour 


tion standing, the Prime Minister party was BLES OPP O#OS Be the Goma 

‘not to go to England as the repre- ment, whereas in a speech made by him 

Siitive of Australia, He was defeated only last week he pet, pointing to the 

M. Shok of the House poierday Gy s Ministerial party, ‘‘ There is organized 

abination of two parties. That vote Soha Eatin prs a Me peg 

red conclusively that he represents a rey oe ng ae ? a her 
ity of i Gola ivodld be dé swall be found oe side DY side 

if, as a result of what happened 

ay, this Parlament had to face a 

ssolution, though personally I do not. 

: another election. I have had quite 

h recently, but I would rather have 

er election, if by that means we 

a, the ree Minister from 


sh he may pire a igs ionday: 
no guarantee from the Country 
f immunity from attack during 


spective a wit its 1 people may Bid | 
sr other day he said that the Labo 


cues would be found veene with i 
Government, pean it decd aise me 


people. 
We k ie hich 
layed on mow Sean in which ” Mr. Srewarr.—We are told thee bth 


yab the last. Peper Conference’ Tariff is a non-party question. noe 
Mr. McGRATH.—With us it is a 
Rae eons not sh party, put of prineip 


"platform, ae we stand for it and figh 
‘In view iat baa for it. We have been what Mr. Deaki 
we Saco re the Prime Minister once described as ‘‘ the third eleven oad 
2 ; abroad as representative of Aus- this House. While in the past we hé 
lia. We particularly object to his re- voted to put out a Government, an 
eatin ng Australia at the forthcoming week or two later have voted to p 
mee, a ae Australia will pro- avother, we were actuated through 
pe with » Sa ae ane one te aan by aga Tit 
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the Government on one occasion, and sub- 
_mitting to the taunts and insults-of the 
Prime Minister, and reversing their vote 
on the following day, they are likely to 
grow in the esteem of the people, I have 
nothing to say. It is entirely their own 
business. But my view is that such an 
attitude would do them no good. I am, 
therefore, exceedingly pleased that the 
Country party have taken up their pre- 
sent stand. There is room for only two 
parties in this House—the party which 
represents the workers, and the other 
party which represents ‘the loafers. 

Mr. Jackson.—On a point of order, I 
ask for a withdrawal of that offensive re- 
mark in which the honorable member sug- 
gests that our party represents the loafers 
of the country. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—The honorable member for Bal- 
larat (Mr. McGrath) spoke in general 
terms as to there being room in the 
House for only two parties, and made no 
reference to any particular party in the 
House at present as representing the 
“ loafers.” 

Mr. James Pace.—No one referred to 
the honorable member for Bass (Mr. 
Jackson) as a loafer. 

Mr. McGRATH.—I did not apply the 
term: to any honorable member, but I 
know that we have loafers in the com- 
munity, and that some of them control 
some members of Parliament. 

Mr. McWi.u1aAms.—Does not the hon- 
orable member think that some of the 
workers vote with the “loafers” ? 


Mr. McGRATH. — Yes; _ otherwise 
there would be no representatives of the 
“loafers” in this Parliament. Unfortu- 
nately, owing to the introduction of side 
issues at a general election, many people 
vote against their best interests. ) 


I recognise that the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) before Wednesday next 
will have arrived at a satisfactory solu- 
tion of this problem. Knowing his 
capabilities as an underground engineer, 
I feel satisfied that before we meet on. 
Wednesday next he will have obtained 
some form of assurance, on the strength 
of which he can proceed to England as 
the representative of Australia. 

Mr. McWir11ams.—Is the honorable 
ember quite sure that we shall meet on 
esday? 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment. 


Mr, McGRATH.—I hope we shall not. 
I should like this crisis to be brought to 
a head at once. I should like the Prime 


Minister and his Cabinet to be defeated — 


and another party given an opportunity ae 
to govern the country. I realize that it 


is essential to have a representative of — 
Australia at the Imperial Conference in ~ 
June next; and with the Leader of the ~ 
Country party (Dr. Earle Page) I take ~ 
exception to the manner in which the _ 
Prime Minister has used that Conference ~~ 
for party political purposes—purely to 


strengthen his party and to keep his 
Government in power. 


I would remind 
the House that if a crisis occurs on Wed- 


nesday next, and results in the resigna- an 


tion of the present Prime Minister, there 


will be nothing to prevent ‘oils the — ae 
Labour party 
taking office and the new Prime Minister —__ 


Country party or the 
sailing in the near future for England. 
The new Prime Minister, 
might be, would be a better representa- 


whoever he — 


tive of Australia at the Imperial Con- — . 
ference than the present Leader of i rsh 


Government. 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [3.42]—It is 


rather remarkable that the time of the 


House should be taken up in discussing ve 


a motion of this kind. In view of the 


vote which was given against the Go-— en 


vernment yesterday, it is a mere waste 


. of time for the Prime Minister (Mr. Le 


Hughes) to ask the House to agree toa 


motion for adjournment in order that 


the Cabinet may haVe an opportunity to ~~ ; 


consider their position. 


Mr. Ryan. — The 


to the Governor-General last night. 


Mr, LAVELLE.—The only honem iam 
course open to the Government was to 
There is no occasion for, ie 


resign at once. 


Prime Minister 
should have telegraphed his resignation 


the House to adjourn to enable the Go- 


vernment to consider what action they 
Their chief anxiety it seems — 


shall take. 
to me is to arrive at ways and means of 


avoiding their removal from office. I 


i ate 5 


have listened rather attentively to hs ae faite 
debate to-day, and particularly to the 


speeches made by the Prime Minister and — ne 


two honorable members of the Country i ‘ ‘9 


It seems impossible for the 


party. 


Country party to justify their ee ah 


3 mn » 


oe the House in pis hy ihe the 


mment may have time to consider 
r attitude, having regard to the way 

) nich they voted against the Govern- 
en If the Country party 
oo } anything by the vote yesterday— 
have 
re ge they should vote to-day to 


r posi ion. If they do, ea will 

x be able to explain their conflicting 

tes to the satisfaction of the people. 
Phe attitude taken up by the Country 
yarty towards the Government is clearly” 

out in a leading article published in 
8 morning’s issue of the Age, in which 


‘The action which led to the contemptible 
climax came from Mr. Jowett, a member. 
the Country party who votes with the Go-- 
mment, and often candidly speaks in its. 
our. In this respect he differs from most 
she other members of his party, who roundly 
ack the Government, and even vote against 
2 it hen it is safe, but are extraordinarily. care- 
ful when there is a suggestion of danger. 


hat is the attitude of the Country party. 


there is any possibility of the Govern- . 


rent being defeated, they take fine care 
see that some members of the party will 
with the Government. The honor- 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) 
quite sinceré when to-day he nodded 
it to the suggestion of the Prime 
ister (Mr. Hughes) that, in submit- 


4 ing oo. motion BA Wade Ft he a no in- 


) admitted that it was not the inten- 
f the members of the Country party 
e a vote on the motion for adjourn- 


yesterday, and that it was taken . 


- because the Government did not 

a sufficient number of their sup- 
ers put up to talk the motion out. 
ay, he told us that the members of the 
ntry party were desirous of taking a 
n the question. If they were, how 

iid the Leader of that party, after a 
eeting of the party, which lasted for 
ral hours, make a statement to the 


esentatives of the press that the fact — 


in oe up eas to prevent it? I 
: touavely to. the meet of the 


hovarabls weniber ae 2 a 
Hector Lamond) ‘to-day. 


opponents. 

able member as I do know that he 

always been particularly oct 
tacking an opponent. die 


Mr. Ries an Dia not the hoes 
member use. the word “ betray?” 


Mr. LAVELLE .—He did, and no 


an member was an opponent of oe 
Labour party, and when no one was mo 
bitter than he against that party. | 
afterwards became a member of , 
Labour party, and when he was manag- _ 
ing director of the Australian Worker 
there was no more bitter and vindicti 
critic of the capitalistic class than th 
honorable member was. He has changed’ 
his political coat on many occasions, and 
to-day he has made a bitter attack upon 
the Labour party, and has had the auda 
city to say that the members of that party 


are not very much concerned about the 


White Australia policy. He has said 
that the honorable member for West Syd- 
ney (Mr. Ryan) did not accurately put 
the position when he insisted that” the 
Prime Minister had handed over the 
question of a White Australia to the 
League of Nations. But the statement 
made by the honorable member for West 
Sydney is absolutely true in every par 
ticular, as every member of this House 
must know. The honorable member for. 
Illawarra. stated that he secured for u 
the right to make the same laws for th 
territory over which we have been give. 
a Mandate as we have to make laws fo 
Australia itself. If the Prime Ministe 
handed over to the League of Nations, as 
he did, the right to interfere with Aus 
tralian domestic legislation in respect to 
the law dealing with immigration, Med 


gton in in respect of the mandated 
ries 


The Prime Miniater to-day 
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should go to London to represent Aus- 
tralia at the Imperial Conference. We 


who know the right honorable gentleman 


said lest night that he would make use 
of that in order to bludgeon the Country 
party into support of the Government. 
His purpose is to throw the blame upon 
our shoulders, or upon the shoulders of 
the Country party, if Australia is not re- 
presented at the Conference by him. I 
gay that, so far as honorable members on 
this side are concerned, we consider that 
the Prime Minister cannot adequately re- 
present the people of Australia at the 
‘Imperial or any other Conference. He 
can only misrepresent Australia, because 
he is cut of touch with the people, and 
does not represent Australian ideals or 
sentiments. It is in the interests, and 
not against the interests, of Australia 
‘that he should be prevented from attend- 
inz the Imperial Conference. I shall, 
personally, do my best on this and on 
every other occasion to prevent the Prime 
Minister misrepresenting Australia on 
any question. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—What ideals 
can the Prime Minister not represent ? 


Mr. LAVELLE.—He cannot represent 
the ideals of the majority of the people of 
Australia. The honorable member who 
interjects cannot represent any ideal at 

all.. He has never been able to represent 
his own, because he has always changed 
‘from one to another. It seems to me far- 
cical to debate this question, because if 
the members of the Country party meant 
anything by the vote which they recorded 
‘yesterday they must vote with us against 
the Government to-day. There is no oc- 
casion to give the Government time to 
consider the position. They should have 
already considered their position, and the 
only honorable course open to them was 
_to have resigned last night. : 

- Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [3.51].— 
There is unquestionably a very serious 
position confronting us. It is far more 


serious than many honorable members - 


seem to think. It behoves us to consider 
well what is expected of us at this time 
when it is sc important that the Prime 
Mianister (Mr. Hughes) should repre- 
sent us at the Imperial Conference.: 
I have great respect for many of 
the members of the Country party, and 
I believe that the majority of them 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment, 


other day I saw some little children play- 


7 : Panto, 
Meee wl . ; ; 5 pi: or 
“J 7 " ; . reat 3 ; 


act with common sense and justice. I am 
confilent that the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett), who submitted 
the mction for adjournment yesterday, 
was quite sincere when he stated dis- 
tinctly that he did not launch that mo- 
tion in the slightest degree against the 
Government or the Nationalist party. 


Mr. Jowrert.—That is so. 


Mr. CORSER.—I think that the mem- 
bers of the Country party were 
sincere when, on the floor of this 
House, they gave a pledge that they 
would not do anything which might pre- 
vent the Prime Minister taking up his 
duties in representing Australia over- 
seas. I have confidence that at least the’ 
majority of the members of that party 
will honorably fulfil the pledges they 
have given in this House. el th 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[3.53]—I wish to address myself to the 
position of the Farmers party in this 
House. I heard the honorable member 
for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) claim that 
they were returned in spite of the other — 
political parties. As a matter of fact, 
they got here with the consent of the 
other parties. We might just as well 
understand their true position in this 
House. The authorities of the Nationalist 
party said to the electors, ‘‘ For God’s 
sake keep the Labour party out, and give 
the Country party’s candidate your 
second votes.” At the same time the 
authorities of the Labour party appealed 
to Labour voters to keep out the so-called 
Nationalist candidates, and give their 
second votes to candidates of the Country 
party. a 

Mr. Braxerxy.—In _ other 
‘“ Throw your vote away.’’ 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes. The members 
of the Country party in this House are 
representatives of the thrown-away votes. 
It puts me in mind of the fact that the 


words, . 


ing. , One little girl was running along 
the street at the head of a number of 
others, and when I asked what game they 
were playing, she replied, ‘“‘ We are play- 

ing motors, and I am the stink.’’? She 
was the cast-off of the others. Beene 


hee 3 


PG 


Mr. James Pacr.—Does the honombla fe 
member mean to say that the Farmers — 
party are the “ stink ’’? ee ae 


lationalist party cann 
pe helped to place. 
and we, on ay 


to = their second sae 
idates, and the Victorian members 


id Gites of Thane electors. The 


. member knows as well as I do 


nev r (otis a ne twice; a consti- 
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0 elect the ees ae 
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SO. ey to ay so. The Country 
i oe both of the others. 


mm co eran to-day than I was last 
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Best, Sir Robert 


Bruce, 8S. M. 
Chapman, Austin 
Hay, A. 
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Tellers : 
Anstey, F. 
Page, James. 


PAatrs. 


Maloney, Dr. 
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Gabb, J. M. 


House adjourned at 43 pm. | 
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